
DETOUR VILLAGE CHIPPEWA COUNTY. MICHIGAN

JUNK AND ANTI.BLIGHT ORDINANCE

oRDINANCE NO. 20250804.1.121
Adopted:08r04/2025

Effective:30 days after publication

At a duly scheduled meeting of the Council of DeTour Vill
Village Hall on August 4,2025, at 6:00 p.m., Village Counci

age, Michigan, held at the DeTour
I Member AILiSVL hilvl

moved toadopt the following Ordinance, which motion was seconded by Village Council Nlefiber

THE VILLAGE OF DETOUR, CHIPPEWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:

Section l: Name. This ordinance shall be known and cited as the DeTour Village Junk and Anti-
Blight Ordinance.

*Abandoned Vehicle" means, without limitation, any vehicle which has rernained on
public or private property for a period of forty-eight (48) continuous hours, or more,
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An ordinance to secure the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the residents
and property owners of the Village of DeTour (the "Village") by, among other
things, the regulation of outdoor parking and storage of motor vehicles, tactor
trailers, trailers, dismantled or inoperable equipment, and the accumulation of
trash, junk, noxious weeds, and blight r^,ithin the Village of DeTour and to provide
penaltiesfor the violation of this Ordinance and to repeal any ordinances or parts
of ordinances in conflict herewith.

Section 2: Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to limit and restrict blight including but
not limited to the outdoor storage, parking or unreasonable accumulation oftrash, junk, rags, paper
products, partially dismantled or non-operating motor vehicles, tractor trailers, trailers, dismantled
or inoperable equipment and the accumulation ofnew or used parts thereof on all parcels ofland
within the Village; to thereby avoid injury and hazards to children and others attracted to such
vehicles, equipment or trailers; the devaluation of property values and the psychological ill effect
of the presence of such vehicles, equipment, junk, trash, or trailers upon adjoining residents and
property owners. The Village also finds that tall grass and weeds can have a blighting effect on
neighborhoods and can provide a refuge for vermin and insects. As such, this Ordinance is hereby
created to secure the public health, safety and general welfare ofthe residents and property owners
of the Village by regulating noxious weeds and the height of grass and non-noxious weeds on
within the Village.

Section 3: Definitions. The following defined terms shall have the following definitions.
Capitalization of such delined terms throughout this Ordinance shall have no impact on the
meaning of a defined term.



without the consent ofthe owner or occupant ofthe property, or for a period offorty-eight
(48) continuous hours or more after the consent of the owner or occupant ofthe property
has been revoked.

2. "Blight" means all blight, blighting factors, nuisances, and causes thereof as defined in
this Ordinance. Blighted conditions are prohibited upon all property in the Village and
shall constitute illegal land uses and a nuisance per se and shall be abated. No owner,
occupant, lessee, licensee, or any other person shall permit blighted conditions to exist on
any property in the Village.

3. "Blighted Structure" means, without limitation, any dwelling, garage or outbuilding, or
any factory, shop, store, office building, warehouse, or any other structure or part of a

structure which, because of fire, wind, weather or other natural disaster, or physical
deterioration, is no longer habitable as a dwelling or useful for the purpose for which it
may have been intended.

5. "Junk" means, without limitation, parts of machinery or motor vehicles, broken or
unusable fumiture, appliances, remnants of wood, metal, plastic, or any other castoff
material of any kind whether or not the same could be put to any reasonable use, refuse,
and any other materia'l commonly considered to be garbage. For example, 'Junk" shall
include, but is not limited to, the following: Second-hand articles ofany kind, such as, but
not limited to used articles or used pieces ofcast iron, old iron, old steel ofany kind, tool
steel, aluminum, copper, brass, lead, scrap metal, rags, paper products, automobile bodies
or parts of machinery, old machinery or parts, old cars stored for the purpose of dismantling
and car parts stored for the purpose of sale or repair, and lighting and plumbing fixtures.
"Junk" also includes discarded materials such as, but not limited to construction scrap and
debris, manufacturing by-products and other non-toxic or non-caustic wastes, ashes,
garbage, industrial by-products or waste, empty cans, food containers, bottles, crockery,
utensils ofany kind, boxes, barrels, and all other articles customarily considered junk.

6. "Junk vehicles" means any land or water vehicle or trailer which is not licensed or
registered as required by state law, or which is wrecked, damaged, dismantled,
inoperative, or discarded.

7. "Land Used for Agriculture" shall mean the active use of land for tilling of the soil, the
raising offield or tree crops or animal husbandry, as a source of income.

8. "Person" means all natural persons, firms, partnerships, corporations, entities, and all
associations of natural persons, incorporated or unincorporated, whether acting by
themselves or in concert with others. All persons who violate any of the provisions of this
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4. "Grass" shall mean vegetation consisting oftypically short plants with long narrow leaves,
growing wild or cultivated on lawns and pasture, and as a fodder crop and shall exclude
omamental grass or shrubs.



Ordinance, whether as owner! occupant, lessee, agent, servant, or employee shall, except
as provided otherwise in this Ordinance, be equally liable as principals.

9. "Public Nuisance" means whatever annoys, injures, or endangers the safety, health,
welfare, comfort, or repose ofthe public; offends public decency or aesthetic sensibilities;
interferes with, obstructs, or renders dangerous any street, highway, navigable lake, or
stream; or in any way renders the public insecure in life or property, and is hereby declared
to be a public nuisance. Public nuisances shall include, but shall not be limited to, whatever
is forbidden by any provision of this Ordinance. No person shall commit, create, or
maintain any public nuisance.

11. "Noxious Weeds": shall mean any plant defined or identified in the Noxious Weeds Act,
Public Act 359 of 1941, as amended, or other plants that are determined to be noxious
weeds according to the discretion of the Village Council, such as Canada thistle or other
thistle; dodders; mustards; milkweed; wild carrot; perennial sow thistle; hoary alyssum;
ragweed; poison ivy; poison sumac; or any other noxious weed as designated by the Public
Act 359 of 1941. as amended.

12. "Non-Noxious Weeds": shall mean any vegetation that is wild, uncultivated, and, as

determined by the Village Council or Commissioner of Noxious Weeds, is typically
classified as a weed, but is not defined as a noxious weed by the Village Council or in
Public Act 359 of 1941.

Section 4: Public Nuisance Per Se. The following acts, apparatus, accumulations, violations,
and activities within the Village are hereby declared to be public nuisances per se and are
punishable under this Ordinance.

1. Improper Storage. Maintaining or permitting to remain on premises owned or occupied
by him or her; or throw, place, or leave; or permit the throwing, placing, or leaving on the
premises of another any of the following substances: organic refuse, food wastes, ashes,
dead animals, fish, animal bones, hides, rotten soap, grease, tallow, offal, shell, food
containers or wrappings, plastic products, cans, bottles, jars, junk tires, junk mattresses,
crockery, garbage, discarded fumiture, cartons, boxes, crates, rags, discarded clothing,
bedding, floor covering, wallpaper, sweepings, waste paper, newspapers or magazines,
discarded appliances, rubbish, excrement, trash, garbage, junk, rot, construction debris
including, but not limited to, lumber, bricks, blocks, plumbing or heating materials, plastic
materials, roofing materials, concrete, cement, electrical materials or siding, yard debris or
rubbish including, but not limited to, grass clippings, clippings from hedges or shrubs, or
detached tree branches, industrial waste, unclean or nauseous fluids or gases, in any ofthe
following locations:
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10. "Trash," "Rubbisho" and "Garbage" means any and all forms of debris not otherwise
defined or classified by this Ordinance.



(b) Any river, lake, stream, or other body of water.

(c) Any private place or premises where in the opinion of the Village Code
Enforcement Officer or hisiher agent the specified substances constitute a
dangerous condition or are detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare,
offend aesthetic sensibilities, or may cause sickness or attract flies, insects,
rodents. or vermin.

2. Blighted Structures. Keeping or maintaining, or permitting to be kept or maintained. any
blighted structure, dwelling, garage, outbuilding, factory, shop, store, or warehouse unless
such structure is in the course of active construction, active renovation, or active
dernolition in accordance with all applicable permits and unless such construction,
renovation, or dernolition is completed within a reasonable time.

3. Building Materials. Storing or permitting the storage or accumulation of building
materials on any private property, except in a completely enclosed building or except
where such building materials are part of the stock and trade of business located on said
property, or except where such materials are being used in the construction of a structure
on said property in accordance with a valid zoning permit issued by the Village and a valid
building permit issued by the applicable entity so long as such construction is completed
within one year after issuance of the building permit.

4. Attractive Nuisance. All dangerous, unguarded excavations or dangerous, unguarded
machinery in any public place, or so situated, left or operated on private property as to
attract the public.

5. Motor Vehicle Deposits. The owning, driving, or moving upon private property of a truck
or other motor vehicle which is constructed or loaded so as to permit any part of its load
or contents to be deposited upon any street, alley, sidewalk, or other public or private place
or which deposits fiom its wheels, tires, or other parts unto the street, alley, sidewalk, or
other public or private place, dirt, grease, sticky substances, or foreign matter ofany kind;
provided, however, that under circumstances determined by the Village Code Enforcement
Officer to be in the public interest, he/she may grant percons temporary exemptions from
the provisions of this subsection conditioned upon cleaning and correcting the violating
condition as specified by the Village Code Enforcernent Officer and execution of an
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(a) Any public street, highway, lane, road, alley, public place, square, sidewalk or
any lands within the boundaries of the Village owned by the Village or other
municipal corporation.

(d) Outside of a private place or premises, whether being stored or staged
temporarily, where any ofthe above substances are visible from the boundary
line of the parcel, impermissibly stored outside of a completely enclosed
building, or otherwise stored in a manner that is inconsistent with the Village's
Ordinances.
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agreement by such person to reimburse the Village for any extraordinary maintenance
expenses incurred by the Village in connection with such violation.

6. Airtight Containers, The keeping outside of any building, structure, or dwelling, in a
place accessible to children, any abandoned, unattended, unused, or discarded icebox,
refiigerator, or any airtight container ofany kind which has a snap latch or other locking
device thereon without first removing the snap latch or other locking device or the doors
from such icebox, refrigerator, or other such airtight container.

7. Junk Vehicles. Leaving, keeping, storing, parking, or maintaining a junk vehicle as

defined in this Ordinance outside of an enclosed building upon any premises unless the
same is wholly contained within a fully enclosed building and does not violate any zoning
ordinances of the Village or county, or laws of the State of Michigan. This section does
not preclude vehicle storage that falls under the following exceptions:

(a) Vehicles that are temporarily inoperable because of a minor mechanical failure, but
which have substantially all main component parts attached, may remain upon such
private property for a period not to exceed fourteen (14) days.

(b) Not more than one vehicle in fully operating condition that is not licensed and
registered as required by state law, such as stock car or modified car, that has been
re-designed or reconstructed for a purpose other than that for which it was
manufactured. In no event shall any such vehicle be parked in the liont or side street
yard area of any such residential premises.

8. Abandoned Vehicles. Abandoning a vehicle, as defined in this Ordinance, upon any
premises within the Village.

9. Vehicle Repair and Maintenance. No vehicle repair and maintenance, including but not
limited to, repairing, redesigning, modifuing or dismantling work or operations shall be
allowed upon any vehicle or trailer or parts thereof within any public right-of-way, upon
public property, or on any property used or zoned for any type ofresidential purpose except
for the following exceptions:

(a) Vehicle repair and maintenance on a property that is used or zoned for any type of
residential purpose is allowed for a period not to exceed forty-eight (48) hours. In no
event shall any such vehicle under repair be parked in the front or side street yard area
olany such residential premises.

10. Dumping. Knowingly, and without the consent of the Village or the owner of private
property in the Villagel dumping. depositing. placing. throwing. or causing or permitting
the dumping, depositing, placing, throwing, or leaving oflitter, tmsh, orjunk on public or
private property within the Village other than property designated and set aside for such
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(b) Vehicle repair and maintenance (including but not limited to redesign, modifuing,
dismantling, and repairing) that is accomplished within a fully enclosed building.
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purpose. The registered owner or lessee of a vehicle from which litter is thrown, dropped,
dumped, deposited, placed or left is presumed to be the person responsible for littering.

11. Uncovered Well, Cistern, or Pit. Any well, cistem, pit, excavation, trench, hole, shaft,
bunker, or any other recess in the ground that could pose a danger to public health, which
is not suffrciently covered or fenced in to prevent access, fall, or injury.

12. Stagnant or Putrid Water. Any hole, shaft, pit, trench, or non-natural opening in the
ground that is not filled with dirt, sufficiently covered, or fenced in to prevent the
accumulation of stagnant or putrid water.

14. Obstructions to Emergency Infrastructure. Any land, building, or structure that causes
any obstruction, hinderance, or a reasonable expectation of interference with any fire,
police, or ambulance protective equipment or infrastructure.

15. Disposal of Waste and Sewage. Any dwelling that does not have adequate facilities for
disposal ofinorganic or organic waste. or sewage.

16. Access to Clean Water. Any dwelling that does not have a sufficient source of clean water
that could sustain the needs of the residents on the premises.

17. Feral Animals. Any dwelling, or portion of a dwelling or premises, that is conducive to
harboring or breeding rats, rodents, vermin, or any other stray or feral animals.

18. Structural Damage and Physical Deterioration. Any building or structure, or portion of
a building or structure, that has structural damage caused by natural disaster, erosion, fire,
flood, vandalism, lack of maintenance, physical deterioration, dilapidation, or any other
intentional damage or neglect, and the structure or building is no longer reasonably or
safely useful for its intended use, which includes, but is not limited to, broken windows,
exposed or broken glass, exposed metal, exposed electrical wiring, physically deteriorated
foundation, or any other condition that would make a structure no longer reasonably or
safely useful for its intended use.

19. Partially Complete Construction. Any building or structure, or portion of a building or
structure, that is partially complete, unless it is in the process ofactive construction to be
completed in a reasonable amount of time and has the requisite land use and building
permits required for the construction.

20. Dangerous Buildings or Structures. Any building or structure, or portion of a building
or structure, that constitutes a fire hazard, is dangerous to human life for any other reason,
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13. Unoccupied Building or Structure. Any unoccupied building or structure that is
unguarded or open at any door, window, or any other point allowing ingtess, unless the
points of ingress are sufficiently locked, boarded, or otherwise obstructed to prevent
ingress into the unoccupied building or structure.



or is otherwise classified as a "dangerous building" by the Village's Dangerous Buildings
Ordinance.

21. Structures Beyond Repair. Any building or structure, or portion of a building or
structure, that is in violation of this Ordinance and that cannot be repaired, rehabilitated,
or completed at a cost less than its state equalized value.

Section 5. Exceptions. Notwithstanding the prohibitions contained herein, the following
exceptions apply:

Equipment used in conjunction with farming operations conducted in accordance with
generally accepted agricultural and management practices is not included within the
definition ofjunk and is exempt from the requirements of this Ordinance. The Village
Code Enforcernent Officer shall determine whether any questionable equipment qualifies
as farm equipment and therefore is or is not exempt from the requirements of this
Ordinance.

2. In the event the foregoing regulations create any special or peculiar hardship beyond the
control ofthe particular violator thereofbecause ofunforeseen circumstances, the Village
Code Enforcement Officer is hereby given the authority to gant permission to an applicant
to operate contrary to the provisions hereof for a limited period ofnot to exceed fouteen
(14) days provided no adjoining property owner or occupant is unreasonably or adversely
affected thereby and the spirit and purpose ofthe ordinance are still substantially observed.

Section 6: Construction. This Ordinance shall not prevent the operation of any licensed junk
yard, salvage yard, garage, body, or paint shop legally operating within a proper zoning district as

defined in the DeTour Village Zoning Ordinance, and shall be in addition to any other laws or
ordinances respecting rubbish, refuse, litter, trash, or junk control and regulations.

Section 7: Grass and Noxious Weeds. No owner, occupant, or any person in control of any
lot subject to this Section shall permit or maintain on any such lot within the Village any
noxious weeds of any height or any tall grass or non-noxious weeds that have grown to a
height greater than eight (8) inches.

Growth Prohibited. It shall be the duty of all owners and occupants of the following
tlpes of lots on which noxious weeds are found growing to eradicate and destroy
noxious weeds and prevent their regrowth or prevent them from becoming a detriment
to public health in accordance with this Ordinance and Public Act 359 of 1941, as
amended.

(a) Any lots with a building within platted subdivisions;

(b) Any vacant lots within platted subdivisions in which buildings have been erected

upon sixty (60) percent or more ofthe lots included in that subdivision; and

(c) Onlots along all improved streets to a depth of 100 feet or the depth of
Page 7 of 13
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the ownership, whichever is less.

2. Exemptions. The following areas of any lot shall be excluded from regulations under
this Ordinance that are applicable to tall grass and non-noxious weeds. The following
exemptions do not apply to noxious weeds:

(a) Land used for agricultural purposes, including tall grass or non-noxious weeds

in fields devoted to growing any small grain crops such as wheat, oats, barley or

rye;

(b) Land that is used for flower gardens, omamental grass, shrubbery, or vegetable
gardens;

(c) Naturally wooded lands, meadows, regulated wetlands, or native plants
controlling shoreline erosion; and

(d) Land designated as preserved for open space.

3. Enforcement. The enforcement options below are in addition to any other remedies and
penalties prescribed by this Ordinance or provided by law and shall not be construed as

the sole remedy for obtaining compliance with this Ordinance.

(a) Commissioner of Noxious Weeds. The Vi'llage creates the office of the
Commissioner of Noxious Weeds, which shall be fulfilled by the Village Code
Enforcernent Officer or such other person as may be designated by the Village
Council. The Commissioner of Noxious Weeds shall hold office for a term of
two years and until a successor is appointed and qualified. The Commissioner of
Noxious Weeds shall have duties and responsibilities and be subject to the
provisions in Public Act 359 of 1 941 , as amended. The Commissioner
ofNoxious Weeds shall also have the duty of enforcing this Ordinance. The
Commissioner of Noxious Weeds, their designee, and/or an authorized
contractor are hereby empowered to enter with due and just cause upon any lot
in the Village for the purpose of enforcing this Ordinance.

(b) Notice of Violation. If an owner or occupant fails to comply with this
Ordinance, the Village is hereby authorized and empowered to notifu the owner
or occupant of the violation and to direct the owner or occupant to remove the
noxious weeds or noncompliant grass and non-noxious weeds. A notice of
violation shall be in writing, addressed to the owner as appears on the latest
property tax assessment roll, and shall inform the owner or occupant:

The nature of the violationl

ii. Methods of treating and eradicating the noxious weeds or
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noncompliant grass and non-noxious weeds;

In. The time in which the lot must be brought into compliance, which
shall not be more than ten (10) days from the date of the notice;

The Village may act to remedy the violation if it is not remedied
within the time allowed in the notice of violationl

If the Village mows, cuts, or otherwise remedies the violation, the
cost, plus an administrative fee, shall be assessed as a lien against the

lot until paid; and

Refusal to remedy or allow the Village to remedy a violation may
result in further enforcement actions.

(c) Service of Notice. The Village shall serve notice in one of the following ways:

By delivering the notice to the owner personally or by leaving the same

at his or her residence, office or place ofbusiness with some person of
suitable age and discretion;

1l By mailing such notice by regular firslclass mail, with proof of
mailing to the owner, agent, or occupant at his or her last known
address:

If the owner is unknown, by posting such notice in some conspicuous
place on the lot for ten (10) days before the action conceming which
notice is given; or

vl

111.

lv. By any other lawful means pursuant to Public Act 359 of 1941.

(d) Failure to Receive Notice. Failure to receive notice does not constitute a defense
to an action to enforce the payment ofa fine provided for or a debt created by
this Ordinance.

(e) Right of Entry and Removal by the Village. If, after notification, the owner(s) of
any lot in violation of this Ordinance fails, neglects, refi.rses to completely bring
the lot into compliance, or otherwise permits the violation to continue, the Village,
or its authorized contractor or other designee(s) is authorized and empowered to
enter onto the lot to mow and cut as necessary to bring the lot into compliance. The
Village shall keep accurate records ofall expenses incurred with respect to each lot
entered upon in carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance.
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(f) Collection From Lot Owner(s). All expenses incurred in connection with the
cutting or removal ofnoxious weeds or noncompliant grass and non-noxious
weeds, plus an administrative fee, shall be paid by the owner ofthe lot and shall
be a lien against the lot and collected in the manner prescribed by Public Act
359 of 1941, MCL 247.61 et seq., as amended. If the Village should elect to cut
and remove noxious weeds and grass, such action will not preclude enforcement
of this Ordinance by the issuance of a municipal civil infraction as provided
in this Ordinance or other legal proceedings authorized by law.

4. Declaration of Nuisance. Any violation ofany provision of this Ordinance is hereby
declared to be a nuisance per se and the Vi'llage may seek enforcement ofthe Ordinance
by suit for damages or injunction and other appropriate legal action under MCL
600.2940(3) at the expense of the owner including reasonable attomey fees. Any such
civil action shall be in addition to any prosecution for violations of this Ordinance as a
municipal civil infraction. The commencement of any such proceedings shall not
constitute an election of remedies.

Penalties, Abatement Costs. Whenever any public nuisance described in this Ordinance
shall exist upon Village-owned property and pose an immediate threat to the public health,
safety, and welfare, such public nuisance may be abated by any person or entity authorized
by the Village Council and the Village may seek costs of abatement against the person(s)
or entity(ies) responsible for such nuisance in any court of competent jurisdiction.

2. Penalties, Civil Infractions and Other Relief. Any person or other entity who causes or
permits to continue a public nuisance as prohibited by the Ordinance is responsible for a
municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan law and is subject to a civil fine in an
amount set by resolution of the Village Council, which may be amended from time to time,
plus costs and attomey's fees, which may include all direct or indirect expenses to which
the Village has incurred in connection with the violation. A violator ofthis Ordinance shall
also be subject to such additional legal actions, sanctions, remedies, andjudicial orders as

are authorized under Michigan law including seeking injunctive relief. Each day a
violation of this Ordinance continues to exist constifutes a separate violation. The
imposition of any penalty shall not exempt an offender from compliance with the
provisions of the Ordinance.

3. Enforcement. This Ordinance may be enforced by any person or entity authorized by the
Village including, but not limited to, the Village Code Enforcement Officer, the Village
Zoning Administrator, and/or the Chippewa County Sheriff s Department. Further,
Ordinance references authorizing a certain Village offrcial or employee (e.g., the Village
Code Enforcement Offrcer) to complete a permitted activity in this Ordinance shall be
deemed to allow completion of such activities by any qualified individual authorized by
the Village Council.
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Section 8: Penalties and Enforcement. Violations of this Ordinance are subject to the
following penalties and enforcement mechanisms:



Section 9: Severability Clause. The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be
severable and if any clause, sentence, word, section or provision is declared void or unenforceable
for any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of the
ordinance other than said part or portion declared void or unenforceable.

Section 10: Ordinance Repeal. Any ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are
hereby repealed, including the DeTour Village Junk Ordinance, No. l.l2l.

Section 11: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication of the
notice of adoption as required by law.

Roll Call Vote:

YEAS:

NAYS: g

ABSENTiABSTAIN: U

DECLARED ADOPTED

Lindsey McGuire, Village President and Mayor
DeTour Village

l"
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