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ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
DETOUR VILLAGE 

Chippewa County, Michigan 
 
 
This Ordinance has been written to help DeTour Village remain the kind of place in which the 
residents and property owners want to live or own property – to help maintain the qualities and 
characteristics of DeTour Village that the people of the Village have indicated, both in person 
and in writing, that they most highly value. 
 
 
The DeTour Village Council of Chippewa County, State of Michigan ordains as follows: 
 

 
ARTICLE 1 – PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY 

 
 
Section 1.0 - Purpose and Intent 
 
It is the purpose and intent of this Ordinance to promote the development of land within the 
Village, to regulate and restrict the location of trades and industries, and designate the location 
of buildings designed for specified uses within DeTour Village’s boundaries.  For such purposes 
DeTour Village will be zoned or divided into districts.  This will be done in accordance with the 
Master Plan for DeTour Village, adopted by the Planning Commission March 27, 2000 and any 
amendments thereto.  Within each district, regulations will be established designating the 
allowed uses for buildings and structures and shall designate the trades and industries that are 
permitted or excluded or subjected to special regulations.  The designations shall be made in 
accordance with a plan designed to keep congestion on the public streets to a minimum and to 
promote the public health, safety, and general welfare.  They will be made with reasonable 
consideration given to the character of the district, its particular suitability for particular uses, the 
preservation of property values, and the general trend and character of building and population 
development in DeTour Village. 
 
Section 1.1 - Authority 
 
This Ordinance is enacted into law pursuant to Act 207, Public Acts of 1921, as amended.  The 
continued administration of this Ordinance, amendments to this Ordinance, and all other matters 
concerning operation of this Ordinance shall be done pursuant to the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act (Act 110 of the Public Acts of 2006), as amended.  (Amendment effective date July 10, 
2008) 
 
Section 1.2 - Title 
 
This Ordinance shall be known as the Zoning Ordinance of DeTour Village and shall be referred 
to herein as “this Ordinance.” 
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ARTICLE 2 
RULES APPLYING TO TEXT 

 
 
Section 2.0 - Rules Applying to Text 
 
The following rules of construction apply to the text of this Ordinance: 
 
A. Words used in the present tense shall include the future, and words used in the singular 

number shall include the plural and the plural the singular, unless the context clearly 
indicates the contrary. 

 
B. The word “building” includes the word “structure”. 
 
C. A “building” or “structure” includes any part thereof. 
 
D. The word “person” includes a partnership or corporation as well as an individual. 
 
E. The words “used” or “occupied”, as applied to any land or buildings, shall be construed to 

include the words “ intended”, “arranged”, or “designed to be used”, or “occupied”. 
 
F. The term “adjoining lots and parcels” is intended to include lots and parcels separated by 

highways, roads, streets or streams. 
 
G. Any word or term not defined in this Ordinance shall have of the common or standard 

meaning. 
 
 
 

Page 7 of 91



DET288001G 3-1

ARTICLE 3 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 

 
 
Section 3.0 - Zoning Districts 
 
In order to regulate and restrict the location, erection, alteration or use of buildings, structures or 
land and to carry out the purposes of this Ordinance, DeTour Village is divided into the following 
zoning districts: 
 

“R-1"  Rural Residential District 
“R-2"  Village Residential District 
“V”   Village Core District 
“C”   Commercial District 
“I”   Industrial District 
“WP”  Waterfront Protection Overlay District 
“BP-1”  Business Park District  (Amendment effective date July 10, 2008) 

 
Section 3.1 - Zoning District Map 
 
The locations and boundaries of these established districts are bounded and defined as shown 
on the map, entitled “DeTour Village Zoning District Map”, which accompanies and is declared 
to be a part of this Ordinance with the same force and effect as if the districts shown on the map 
were fully set forth by metes and bounds in this text.  A current and up-to-date DeTour Village 
Zoning District Map, with all amendments noted, shall be kept on file in the DeTour Village 
office.  This map shall be the final authority as to the current zoning status of land, buildings and 
other structures in DeTour Village. 
 
Section 3.2 - Interpretation of Zoning District Boundaries 
 
Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of any of the districts indicated on the 
Zoning District Map, the following rules shall apply: 
 
A. Where district boundaries are indicated as approximately having the same border with street 

or highway centerlines or right-of-way lines, such centerlines or right-of-way lines shall be 
construed to be the boundaries. 

 
B. Where district boundaries are indicated as approximately having the same border with 

platted lot lines, section lines, quarter-section lines, or other survey lines, such lines shall be 
construed to be the boundaries. 

 
C. Where district boundaries are indicated as approximately parallel to street or highway 

centerlines or right-of-way lines, or to section lines, quarter-section lines or other survey 
lines, such boundaries shall be construed to be parallel thereto and at such distance 
therefrom as indicated on the Zoning District Map. 

 
D. For zoning of vacated areas see Section 5.14. 
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ARTICLE 4 
ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

 
 
Section 4.0 - “R-1", Rural Residential District 
 
A. Purpose and Intent 
 

The purpose of this district and its accompanying standards is to provide for a stable and 
sound residential environment on lots of sufficient area to accommodate on-site private 
water and septic systems, where Village water and sewer are not available.  It is also the 
purpose of this zoning district to create a low-density area for single family dwelling units. 

 
B. Principal Permitted Uses 
 

Land and/or buildings in the “R-1" Zoning District may be used for the following purposes 
only: 

 
1. Single-family dwelling. 
 
2. Two-family dwelling. 

 
3. Family day-care home, as herein defined. 

 
4. Family adult foster care home, as herein defined. 

 
5. Public park and playground.  

 
6. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above principal permitted 

uses. 
 
C. Uses by Special Use Permit 
 

The following uses may be authorized in the “R-1" Rural Residential District by Special Use 
Permit in accordance with the procedures, provisions and standards of Article 8 of this 
Ordinance: 

 
1. Home occupations operated wholly within the dwelling unit and/or operated from an 

accessory building on the same lot as the dwelling unit.  (Refer also to Section 5.23) 
 

2. Religious institutions.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.0) 
 

3. Public and semi-public institutional uses.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.8) 
 

4. Public utility buildings. 
 

5. Bed and breakfast establishments.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.11) 
 

6. Wireless telecommunication towers, alternative tower structures and antennas.  (Refer 
also to Article 13) 
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7. Group day care home, as herein defined.

8. Day care center, as herein defined.

9. Group adult foster care home (small and large), as herein defined.

10. Adult foster care congregate facility, as herein defined.

11. Residential care facility, as herein defined.

12. Resorts and cabin courts with not more than twenty (20) units.  Units shall be exempt
from the minimum floor area requirements of this district.

13. Planned Unit Developments.  (Refer also to Article 10)

14. State-licensed mobile home parks. (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.10)

15. State-licensed campgrounds and recreational vehicle parks. (Refer also to Appendix A
Section A.12)

16. Commercial kennels and animal hospitals. (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.2)

17. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above uses allowed by
special use permit.

D. Height Regulations

No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet or three (3) stories in height, whichever is less. 
Height restrictions in this Section do not apply to transmission and communication towers 
located in accordance with this Ordinance.

E. Area Regulations

No building or structure shall hereafter be erected, altered or enlarged unless the following 
yard and lot requirements are provided and maintained in connection with such building, 
erection, alteration or enlargement.

1. Front Yard - There shall be a front yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet in depth.

2. Side Yard - There shall be a side yard of not less than fifteen (15) feet in width on each 
side of any dwelling or accessory building.

3. Rear Yard - There shall be a rear yard of not less than thirty-five (35) feet in depth.

4. Lot Area – Unless otherwise specified for a particular use, the minimum lot area for uses 
in this zoning district shall be one (1) acre with a minimum width of one hundred fifty
(150) feet at the front lot line. (Amendment effective date January 6, 2006)

5. Floor Area Regulations - Each dwelling unit in this zoning district shall have a minimum 
of nine hundred sixty (960) square feet of usable ground floor area, exclusive of porches, 
decks, patios, garages, attics and basements.  **SEE ATTACHED AMENDMENT**
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Section 4.1 - “R-2", Village Residential District 
 
A.  Purpose and Intent 
 

The purpose of this zoning district is to recognize the existing small lots within the Village, 
where there is a more dense population and where public water and sewer are available.  
The intent is to promote and encourage the continuation of the existing development and 
vacant land for low to medium density residential. 

 
B. Principal Permitted Uses 
 

Land and/or buildings in the “R-2" Zoning District may be used for the following purposes 
only: 

 
1. Any principal permitted use in the R-1 Rural Residential District. 

 
C. Uses by Special Use Permit 
 

The following uses may be authorized in the “R-2" Village Residential District by Special Use 
Permit in accordance with the procedures, provisions and standards of Article 8 of this 
Ordinance: 
 
1. Multiple-family dwelling units. 

 
2. Home occupations operated wholly within the dwelling unit and/or operated from an 

accessory building on the same lot as the dwelling unit.  (Refer also to Section 5.23)  
 

3. Religious institutions.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.0) 
 

4. Public and semi-public institutional uses.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.8) 
 

5. Public utility buildings. 
 

6. Bed and breakfast establishments.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.11) 
 

7. Group day care home, as herein defined. 
 

8. Day care center, as herein defined. 
 

9. Group adult foster care home (small and large), as herein defined. 
 

10. Adult foster care congregate facility, as herein defined. 
 

11. Residential care facility, as herein defined. 
 

12. Resorts and cabin courts with not more than twenty (20) units.  Units shall be exempt 
from the minimum floor area requirements of this district. 

 
13. Planned Unit Developments.  (Refer also to Article 10) 
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14. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above uses allowed by
special use permit.

D. Height Regulations

No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet or three (3) stories in height, whichever is less.

E. Area Regulations

No building or structure shall be hereafter erected, altered or enlarged, unless the following 
yards and lot area requirements are provided and maintained in connection with such 
construction, alteration or enlargement.

1. Front Yard – There shall be a front yard of not less than fifteen (15) feet in depth, or 
equal to existing front yards on neighboring lots.

2. Side Yard - There shall be a side yard of not less than ten (10) feet in width on each side 
of any dwelling or accessory building.

3. Rear Yard - There shall be a rear yard of not less than ten (10) feet in depth.

4. Lot Area - The minimum lot area for single-family dwellings in this zoning district shall be 
twelve thousand (12,000) square feet with a minimum lot width of one hundred (100) feet 
at the front lot line where public water and sewer are not provided.  For lots created after 
the adoption date of this Ordinance, the minimum lot area for single-family dwellings 
where public water and sewer are available shall be eight thousand five hundred (8,500) 
square feet with a minimum width of fifty (50) feet at the front lot line.  The minimum lot 
area for two-family dwellings shall be fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet where public 
water and sewer are not available and ten thousand (10,000) square feet where public 
water and sewer are available [both with a minimum width of one hundred (100) feet].

F. Density Regulations for Multiple-Family Developments

No land shall hereafter be used for multiple-family development in this zoning district unless 

the following density regulations are followed and maintained.

1. Not more than four (4) dwelling units per gross acre shall be permitted in this zoning 
district, except as otherwise provided.

2. There shall be a minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the gross area of the development 
maintained as open space or non-profit recreational uses.

3. Parking space may be permitted as open space.

G. Floor Space Regulations

Each dwelling unit in this zoning district shall have a minimum floor area of nine hundred 
sixty (960) square feet of usable ground floor area exclusive of porches, decks, patios, 
garages, attics and basements.  **SEE ATTACHED AMENDMENT**
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Section 4.2 - “V”, Village Core District  
 
A. Purpose and Intent 
 

The purpose and intent of this zoning district is to recognize the fact that central portions of 
the Village are not separated into homogeneous land uses.  The Village developed with 
various land uses adjacent to one another out of necessity and prevailing development 
patterns at their time of development.  Residential uses were often upstairs from commercial 
uses or even next door.  This district recognizes this “mixed-use” characteristic of the village 
core and is designed to authorize land uses, which insure compatibility between residential 
and more intensive land uses.  The R-2 or C zoning district setbacks and dimensional 
requirements shall be applied based on the proposed use. 

 
B. Principal Permitted Uses 
 

Land and/or buildings in the “V” Zoning District may be used for the following: 
 

1. Principal permitted uses as allowed by Section 4.0(B) and Section 4.1(B) of this 
Ordinance. 

 
2. General retail establishments whose principal activity is the sale of new merchandise to 

the public [except those in which required repair and service facilities occupy more than 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the entire floor area] such as: 

 
a. General and specialized clothing stores. 
b. Gift shops. 
c. Book and stationary stores. 
d. Bicycle stores. 
e. Household appliance stores. 
f. Interior decorators. 
g. Leather goods and luggage store. 
h. Art merchandising studios. 
i. Furniture stores. 
j. Jewelry stores. 
k. Novelty shops. 
l. Pet stores. 
m. Toy stores. 
n. Other retail establishments similar to and compatible with the above establishments. 

 
3. Personal service establishments, such as: 

 
a. Barber and beauty shops. 
b. Tailor and dressmaker shops. 
c. Shoe shine and shoe repairs shops. 
d. Dry cleaning and laundry pick-up stations. 
e. Photographic studios. 
f. Other personal service establishments similar to and compatible with the above 

establishments. 
 

4. Retail establishments marketing primarily convenience goods, such as: 
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a. Supermarkets and other food stores including such establishments as bakeries and 
delicatessens that prepare food for retail sale. 

b. Drug stores. 
c. Dry goods and notion stores. 
d. Hardware and paint store. 
e. Limited price variety stores. 
f. Other retail establishments similar to and compatible with the above establishments. 

 
5. Office establishments which perform services on the premises, such as: 

 
a. Financial institutions. 
b. Insurance offices. 
c. Real estate offices. 
d. Offices for attorneys, accountants, architects, engineers and similar professionals. 
e. Other office establishments similar to and compatible with the above establishments. 

 
6. Professional service establishments providing human health care on an outpatient basis. 

 
7. Libraries. 
 
8. Restaurants serving meals, snacks or beverages. 

 
9.  Mortuaries and funeral homes. 

 
10. Clubs and lodges. 

 
11. Day care center, as herein defined. 

 
12. Religious institutions. 

 
13. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above permitted uses. 

 
C. Uses by Special Use Permit 
 

The following uses may be authorized in the “V” Village Core District by Special Use Permit 
in accordance with the procedures, provisions and standards of Article 8 of this Ordinance. 

 
1. Drive-in retail and service establishments, provided vehicular circulation patterns are 

appropriately designed and regulated to eliminate potential conflicts between traffic 
generated by these facilities and traffic generated by other uses.  Such establishments 
shall be limited to: 

 
a. Automobile service stations, including minor mechanical repairs within an enclosed 

building.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.6). 
b. Banking and financial institutions with drive-thru service windows. 

 
2. Pool and billiard halls. 
 
3. Marinas. 

 
4. Home improvement and building supplies sales, including outside storage. 

Page 15 of 91



DET288001G 4-7

 
5. Hotels, motels and lodging facilities with twenty (20) or fewer guestrooms or units. 

 
6. Planned Unit Developments.  (Refer also to Article 10) 

 
7. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above uses allowed by 

special use permit. 
 
Section 4.3 - “C”, Commercial District  
 
A. Purpose and Intent 
 
 It is the purpose and intent of this zoning district to provide regulations governing use and 

further development in the Village where there are areas of highway-oriented commercial 
development.  The regulations and conditions contained in this district are designed to 
promote the economic viability of highway-oriented commercial areas by encouraging 
improved site development standards, which will provide more safety and convenience for 
customers.  The regulations in this district are also designed to ensure that development in 
the Commercial district will relate harmoniously to surrounding land uses. 

 
B. Principal Permitted Uses 
 

Land and/or building in the “C” Zoning District may be used for the following: 
 

1. All principal permitted uses in the “V” - Village Core District, as listed in Section 4.2(B). 
 

2. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above principal permitted 
uses. 

 
C. Uses by Special Use Permit 
 

The following uses may be authorized in the “C” Commercial District by Special Use Permit 
in accordance with the procedures, provisions and standards of Article 8 of this Ordinance: 
 
1. Motels, hotels, lodging facilities with more than twenty (20) guestrooms or units. 
 
2. New and used automobile sales and rental agencies. (Refer also to Appendix A Section 

A.7) 
 

3. Mobile home, camper, travel trailer and similar recreational vehicle sales and service 
establishments. 

 
4. Drive-in retail or service establishments.  Such establishments shall be limited to: 

 
a. Gasoline service stations and auto repair shops.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section 

A.6) 
b. Automatic and self-service car wash establishments. 
c. Drive-in restaurants and fast-food establishments. 
d. Banking and financial institutions with drive-thru service windows. 
 

5. Boat, personal watercraft and similar sporting goods sales and service establishments. 
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6. Motorcycle, off-road vehicle and snowmobile sales and service establishments. 
 

7. Auto parts, tire, battery and accessory dealers. 
 

8. Feed and garden supply stores. 
 

9. Plant and Landscape Nurseries.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.9) 
 

10. Home improvement and building supply sales, including outdoor storage. 
 

11. Mini warehouses and storage rental facilities. 
 

12. Commercial outdoor recreational uses.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.4) 
 

13. Light manufacturing uses, as herein defined. 
 

14. Sexually oriented businesses. 
 

15. Wireless telecommunication towers, alternative tower structures and antennas.  (Refer 
also to Article 13) 

 
16. Day care center, as herein defined. 

 
17. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above uses allowed by 

special use permit. 
 
D. Height of Building 
 

No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height. 
 
E. Area Regulations 
 

No building or structure shall hereafter be erected, altered or enlarged unless the following 
yards and lot areas are provided and maintained in connection with such alteration, 
construction or enlargement. 

 
1. Front Yard - There shall be a front yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet in depth, 

provided that where established buildings on adjacent lots vary from this minimum, a 
new building shall be constructed with a front yard of no less depth than the front yards 
of those buildings located on either side of the proposed building.  This shall not be 
interpreted to require a front yard of more than forty (40) feet nor less than fifteen (15) 
feet in depth. 

 
2. Side Yards - There shall be a side yard on each side not less than twenty (20) feet in 

width, excepting the street side of a corner lot in which case twenty-five (25) feet in width 
side yard shall be required.  Where a commercial district abuts a residential zone on the 
side, there shall be maintained forty (40) feet in width side yard on each side.  A buffer 
strip, as defined herein, shall be provided when this zone abuts a residential zone on 
either of the side yards.  This may be provided as part of the side yard requirement. 
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3. Rear Yards - There shall be a rear yard of no less than thirty (30) feet in depth.  Where a
commercial district abuts a residential zone on the rear, there shall be maintained forty
(40) feet in depth rear yard.  A buffer strip, as defined herein, shall be provided when this
zone abuts a residential zone on the rear yard.  This may be provided as part of the rear
yard requirement.

4. Lot Area - The minimum lot area for use in this zoning district shall be forty thousand
(40,000) square feet with a minimum width of two hundred (200) feet at the front lot line.

F. Floor Area

Each dwelling unit in this zoning district shall have a minimum floor area of nine hundred 
sixty (960) square feet of usable ground floor area exclusive of porches, decks, patios, 
garages, attics and basements.  **SEE ATTACHED AMENDMENT**

G. Other Development Regulations

A site plan shall be submitted for each permitted use and special use [except for single-

family or two-family dwellings] in this zoning district in accordance with Article 7 of this 
Ordinance, and the plan shall indicate or illustrate how the requirements of this section are 
being met.Section 4.4 - “I”, Industrial District 

A. Purpose and Intent

This zoning district is intended to accommodate the industrial needs of the entire community
in such a manner that no unreasonable noise, dust, vibration or any other similar nuisance
exists to adversely affect any adjoining properties.

B. Principal Permitted Uses

Land and/or buildings in the “I” Industrial Zoning District may be used for any of the following
uses only:

1. Assembly and repair of electrical appliances, instruments and devices.

2. Lumber supply and building materials sales and storage yards, including equipment
storage yards.

3. Machine shops, blacksmith shops, and tool and die shops.

4. Sales, service and repair of farm machinery, boats, recreational vehicles and heavy
equipment.

5. Shops for sheet metal and woodworking.

6. Accessory buildings and uses, customarily incidental to the above principal permitted
uses, including, but not limited to, restaurant or cafeteria facilities for employees and
office facilities.
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C. Uses by Special Use Permit 
 
1. Any manufacturing or industrial use not listed above which is of the same general 

character as the principal permitted uses listed in subsection (B) above. 
 

2. Public, semi-public or private telecommunication towers, alternative tower structures and 
antennas.  (Refer also to Article 13) 

 
3. Truck freight terminals and yards, public utility and private contractor storage and service 

yards.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.5) 
 

4. Storage of bulk petroleum products. 
 

5. Extractive industries.  (Refer also to Appendix A Section A.3) 
 

6. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above uses allowed by 
special use permit. 

 
D. Height Regulations 
 

No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height.  Height restrictions in this Section do 
not apply to transmission and communication towers located in accordance with this 
Ordinance. 

 
E. Area Regulations 
 

No building or structure shall hereafter be erected, altered or enlarged unless the following 
yards and lot area requirements are provided and maintained in connection with such 
building erection, alteration or enlargement. 

 
1. Front Yard - There shall be a minimum front yard of fifty (50) feet in depth. 

 
2. Side Yard - There shall be a minimum side yard of twenty (20) feet in width in this district 

except on the street side of corner lots where fifty (50) feet shall be required.  Where an 
industrial district abuts a residential zone on the side, there shall be maintained fifty (50) 
feet in width side yard on each side.  A buffer strip, as defined herein, shall be provided 
when this zone abuts a residential zone on the side yard.  This may be provided as part 
of the side yard requirement. 

 
3. Rear Yard - There shall be a minimum rear yard of twenty-five (25) feet depth in this 

district except that where such uses abut a residential zone, a minimum rear yard of fifty 
(50) feet in depth shall be provided.  A buffer strip, as defined herein, shall be provided 
when this zone abuts a residential zone on the rear yard.  This may be provided as part 
of the rear yard requirement. 

 
4. Lot Area - The minimum lot area for uses in this zone shall be one (1) acre with a 

minimum width of two hundred (200) feet. 
 
F.  Floor Area Regulations 
 

There shall be no minimum floor area requirements in this zone. 
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G. Other Development Regulations 
 

1. All uses shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building or within an area 
enclosed on all sides by a solid non-combustible fence or wall at least six (6) feet in 
height.  All business shall be conducted in such manner that no unreasonable noise, 
dust, vibration, odor, pollution, or any other like nuisance shall exist to adversely affect 
adjoining properties. 

 
2. A buffer strip, as required by Article 5, Section 5.18 of this Ordinance shall be provided 

where required. 
 

3. A site plan, in accordance with Article 7, shall be submitted for uses in this zoning 
district. 

 
Section 4.5 – “WP”, Waterfront Protection Overlay District 
 
A. Purpose and Intent 
 

The purpose of this overlay district is to recognize one of the Village’s most valuable 
resources and maintain its natural characteristics where and whenever possible.  Lands 
included in this district include the first lot adjacent to the shoreline or five hundred (500) 
feet, whichever is less.  It is the intent of this overlay zone to provide standards, in addition 
to those contained in the underlying zoning district pertaining to lands located along the 
shoreline areas, to recognize the unique environmental attributes of shoreline properties and 
to ensure that structures and uses in this zoning district are compatible with and protect 
these unique attributes. 

 
B. Principal Permitted Uses 

 
Land, structures and buildings in this zoning district may be used only for those uses listed 
as a principal permitted use in the underlying zoning district in which the land is located. 

 
C. Uses by Special Use Permit 

 
Land, structures and buildings in this zoning district may be used only for those uses 
requiring a special use permit in the underlying zoning district in which the land is located. 

 
D. District Regulations 
 

1. Regulations pertaining to minimum lot area, minimum lot width and minimum dwelling 
unit floor area shall be required by the underlying zoning district. 

 
2. Minimum yard setback requirements shall be that of the underlying zoning district, 

except on lakefront properties where the minimum front yard (lake side) setback for the 
main structure shall be fifty (50) feet from the ordinary high water mark of Lake Huron.  
Detached accessory buildings on lakefront properties shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in 
height and may be built in the required front yard, but not in the required twenty (20) foot 
vegetation strip. 

 
3. No septic system may be located within the required front yard on lakefront properties. 
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4. Maximum building height shall be limited to thirty (30) feet. 
 

5. Maximum lot coverage, including total ground floor area of the principal structure, floor 
area of all accessory buildings and all impervious surfaces shall not exceed thirty 
percent (30%) of the lot area. 

 
6. Natural vegetation shall be preserved along the shoreline and in a strip no less than 

twenty (20) feet from the ordinary high water mark, and where removed it shall be 
replaced with other vegetation that is equally effective in retarding runoff, preventing 
erosion and preserving natural beauty. 

 
7. To protect the waterfront view on adjoining properties, fencing (if desired) shall be set 

back from the ordinary high water mark by thirty (30) feet at a minimum, and said fence 
shall not exceed four (4) feet in height. 

 
Section 4.6 – “BP-1, Business Park District 
(Amendment effective date July 10, 2008) 
 
A. Purpose and Intent 
 

The purposes of this district are: 
 
1. To implement the “Building and Use Restrictions” established for the DeTour Area 

Business Park and to assure that development within the district occurs based on a 
common plan and scheme. 

 
2. To include any future additional property into the Business Park under the same 

common plan and scheme of development. 
 

3. To insure proper use and appropriate development and improvement of each building 
site. 

 
4. To protect owners and occupants of building sites against improper use of adjacent 

building sites, which may depreciate or adversely affect the value of their property. 
 

5. To guard against the erection of structures built of improper or unsuitable materials. 
 

6. To insure timely, adequate and reasonable development of building sites. 
 

7. To encourage the erection of attractive improvements of building sites. 
 

8. To prevent haphazard and inharmonious improvements on building sites. 
 

9. To secure and maintain proper setbacks from the street. 
 

10. To provide adequately for quality improvements on the building sites and for orderly 
development and efficient maintenance of the building sites. 
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B. Principal Permitted Uses 
 

1. Research, design, and/or development of pilot or experimental processes or products 
including laboratories, training facilities, and light assembly operations. 

 
2. Single- and multi-tenant offices, research and development and industrial buildings, 

including sales and manufacturing representatives’ offices. 
 

3. Data and work processing and related services. 
 

4. Compounding, processing, packaging, assembly, treatment or distribution of finished or 
semi-finished products from previously prepared materials. 

 
5. Any uses or operations reasonably required to maintain or support the permitted uses 

described above, including maintenance shops, power generating and security 
operations, provided that these support uses do not generate any adverse environment. 

 
6. Other uses similar to the above. 

 
C. Prohibited Use 
 

1. Asphalt or tar manufacturing or refining. 
 
2. Manufacture of gas, coke, or coal tar products. 

 
3. Slaughter of animals for reduction or recovery of products from dead animals or animal 

offal or garbage. 
 

4. Blast furnaces. 
 

5. Petroleum refining or other similar factories or uses. 
 

6. Auto wrecking, salvage yards, junk yards, storage for bailing of waste or scrap paper, 
rags, scrap metal, bottles, or junk. 

 
7. Central mixing plants for asphalt, mortar, plaster, or concrete, except as may be 

required in connection with paving of roads or other construction within the district. 
 

8. Heavy stamping operations and foundry operations in facilities of any size. 
 

9. Manufacturing of corrosive acid or alkali cement, lime, or gypsum. 
 

10. Smelting of copper, iron, or zinc ore. 
 

11. Any other uses causing noxious fumes, smoke, noise, and/or unsightly appearance 
within the district. 
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D. Height Regulations 
 

No building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height. Height restrictions in this Section do 
not apply to transmission and communication towers located in accordance with the 
“Building and Use Restrictions” for the Business Park. 
 

E. Area Regulations  
 

No building or structure shall be erected, altered, or enlarged upon unless the following 
yards and lot areas are provided and maintained in connection with such alterations, 
construction, or enlargement. 
 
1. Front Yard – There shall be a front yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet.  No 

building or parking lot shall be located within the front yard setback. The front yard 
setback shall be primarily maintained as a greenbelt and landscaped area; however, 
driveways, sidewalks, and a minimum amount of barrier-free accessible parking may be 
allowed. 

 
2. Side and Rear Yards – There shall be a side yard on each side and a rear yard of not 

less than twenty-five (25) feet for each side and the rear.  Areas within the side yards 
and the rear yard may be used for parking, loading, and unloading. 

 
3. Lot Coverage – The maximum ground level building coverage on any building site shall 

not exceed forty percent (40%) of the building site’s total square footage. 
 
F. Other Development Regulations 
 

1. Site Plan Required – The applicant shall submit a site plan as outlined in Article 7 of this 
Ordinance and also meeting the requirements of the “Building and Use Restrictions” for 
the Business Park. 

 
2. All manufacturing operations shall be carried on within fully enclosed buildings and no 

outside processing activities shall be allowed. Temporary storage of up to one hundred 
twenty (120) days of raw materials or finished products is permitted in the rear yard. This 
is viewed as a one time only occurrence.  

 
3. Building construction, landscaping requirements, and outdoor storage shall meet the 

requirements of the “Building and Use Restrictions” for the Business Park. 
 

4. Fencing – No fence of any kind shall be constructed in front of any building, and no 
fence shall be constructed within any required setback area. 

 
5. Screening – All solid waste dumpsters and mechanical equipment, including rooftop 

HVAC, cooling towers, and all other rooftop equipment shall be completely screened 
from public view.  Any approved outdoor storage of equipment, raw materials, semi-
finished, or finished products shall also be screened from public view. 

 
6. Property maintenance and liability of owner for hazardous substances shall meet the 

requirements of the “Building and Use Restrictions” for the Business Park. 
 

 

Page 23 of 91



D
E

T
28

80
01

G
 

4-
15

S
ec

tio
n 

4.
7 

- S
ch

ed
ul

e 
of

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

 

Z
on

in
g 

D
is

tr
ic

t 
M

in
im

um
 L

ot
 A

re
a 

M
ax

im
um

 H
ei

gh
t o

f 
S

tr
uc

tu
re

 
M

in
im

um
 Y

ar
d 

S
et

ba
ck

s 
M

in
. 

gr
ou

nd
 

flo
or

 a
re

a 
pe

r 
D

U
 

A
re

a 
W

id
th

 
S

to
rie

s 
F

ee
t 

F
ro

nt
 

S
id

e 
R

ea
r 

R
-1

  R
ur

al
 R

es
id

en
tia

l
1 

A
 

15
0'

 
3 

35
’ 

25
' 

15
' 

35
' 

50
0 

sf
 (

a)
 

R
-2

  V
ill

ag
e 

R
es

id
en

tia
l

12
,0

00
 s

f
(g

) 
8,

50
0 

sf
 

(h
) 

10
0’

 (
g)

 

50
’ (

h)
 

3 
35

’ 
15

' 
10

' 
10

' 
50
0 

sf
 (

a)
 

V
  V

ill
ag

e 
C

or
e 

(R
-2

) 
   

(C
om

m
er

ci
al

) 

C
  C

om
m

er
ci

al
 

40
,0

00
 s

f 
20

0'
 

3 
35

' 
25

' (
c)

 
20

' (
f)

(b
) 

30
' (

b)
 

50
0 

sf
 (

a)
 

I  
In

du
st

ria
l 

1 
A

 
20

0'
 

3 
35

' 
50

' 
20

' (
d)

 
25

' (
e)

 
N

on
e 

W
P

  W
at

er
fr

on
t P

ro
te

ct
io

n 
S

ee
 S

ec
tio

n 
4.

5 

B
P

-1
  B

us
in

es
s 

P
ar

k 
(A

m
en

dm
en

t e
ffe

ct
iv

e 
da

te
 

Ju
ly

 1
0,

 2
00

8)
 

(i)
 

(i)
 

3 
35

’ 
25

’ (
j) 

25
’ (

j) 
25

’ (
j) 

N
on

e 

A
bb

re
vi

at
io

ns
: 

D
U

 =
 d

w
el

lin
g 

un
it 

A
 =

 a
cr

e 
sf

 =
 s

qu
ar

e 
fe

et
 

Page 24 of 91



D
E

T
28

80
01

G
 

4-
16

S
ch

ed
ul

e 
of

 R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

F
oo

tn
ot

es
: 

 (a
) 

E
xc

lu
si

ve
 o

f p
or

ch
es

, d
ec

ks
, g

ar
ag

es
, a

tti
cs

, b
as

em
en

ts
 a

nd
 p

at
io

s.
 

 (b
) 

W
he

n 
ab

ut
tin

g 
re

si
de

nt
ia

l i
t s

ha
ll 

be
 4

0'
 m

in
im

um
. 

 (c
) 

O
r 

ev
en

 w
ith

 e
xi

st
in

g 
bu

ild
in

gs
. 

 (d
) 

M
us

t b
e 

50
' m

in
im

um
 o

n 
co

rn
er

 lo
ts

 (
st

re
et

 s
id

e)
 a

nd
 5

0'
 a

bu
tti

ng
 r

es
id

en
tia

l z
on

es
. 

 (e
) 

M
us

t b
e 

50
' w

he
n 

ab
ut

tin
g 

re
si

de
nt

ia
l z

on
es

. 
 (f

) 
O

n 
co

rn
er

 lo
ts

 m
us

t b
e 

25
'. 

 (g
) 

W
ith

ou
t p

ub
lic

 w
at

er
 a

nd
 s

ew
er

.  
F

or
 tw

o-
fa

m
ily

 d
w

el
lin

gs
, t

he
 m

in
im

um
 lo

t a
re

a 
sh

al
l b

e 
fif

te
en

 th
ou

sa
nd

 (
15

,0
00

) 
sq

ua
re

 fe
et

. 
 (h

) 
F

or
 lo

ts
 c

re
at

ed
 a

fte
r 

th
e 

ad
op

tio
n 

da
te

 o
f 

th
is

 O
rd

in
an

ce
, 

th
e 

m
in

im
um

 lo
t a

re
a 

w
he

re
 p

ub
lic

 w
at

er
 a

nd
 s

ew
er

 a
re

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
sh

al
l 

be
 e

ig
ht

 t
ho

us
an

d 
fiv

e 
hu

nd
re

d 
(8

,5
00

) 
sq

ua
re

 f
ee

t 
w

ith
 a

 m
in

im
um

 w
id

th
 o

f 
fif

ty
 (

50
) 

fe
et

 a
t 

th
e 

fr
on

t 
lo

t 
lin

e.
  

F
or

 t
w

o-
fa

m
ily

 
dw

el
lin

gs
 w

ith
 p

ub
lic

 w
at

er
 a

nd
 s

ew
er

, 
th

e 
m

in
im

um
 lo

t a
re

a 
sh

al
l b

e 
te

n 
th

ou
sa

nd
 (

10
,0

00
) 

sq
ua

re
 fe

et
, 

w
ith

 a
 m

in
im

um
 w

id
th

 o
f 

on
e 

hu
nd

re
d 

(1
00

) 
fe

et
 a

t t
he

 fr
on

t l
ot

 li
ne

. 
 (i)

 
N

o 
m

in
im

um
 l

ot
 a

re
a 

or
 w

id
th

 i
s 

re
qu

ire
d,

 s
in

ce
 a

ll 
lo

ts
 w

er
e 

su
bd

iv
id

ed
 w

he
n 

th
e 

D
eT

ou
r 

A
re

a 
B

us
in

es
s 

P
ar

k 
w

as
 c

re
at

ed
. 

H
ow

ev
er

, 
th

e 
m

ax
im

um
 g

ro
un

d 
le

ve
l b

ui
ld

in
g 

co
ve

ra
ge

 o
n 

an
y 

lo
t 

sh
al

l n
ot

 e
xc

ee
d 

fo
rt

y 
pe

rc
en

t 
(4

0%
) 

of
 t

he
 lo

t’s
 t

ot
al

 s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

ag
e.

  (
A

m
en

dm
en

t e
ffe

ct
iv

e 
da

te
 J

ul
y 

10
, 2

00
8)

 
 (j)

 
N

o 
bu

ild
in

g 
or

 p
ar

ki
ng

 lo
t s

ha
ll 

be
 lo

ca
te

d 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

fr
on

t y
ar

d 
se

tb
ac

k.
  A

re
a 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
si

de
 a

nd
 r

ea
r 

ya
rd

 s
et

ba
ck

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
us

ed
 

fo
r 

pa
rk

in
g,

 lo
ad

in
g 

an
d 

un
lo

ad
in

g.
  (

A
m

en
dm

en
t e

ffe
ct

iv
e 

da
te

 J
ul

y 
10

, 2
00

8)
 

 

Page 25 of 91



DET28801G 5-1

ARTICLE 5 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
 
Section 5.0 - Purpose 
 
The general provisions of this Article shall apply to all districts, except where otherwise noted.  
Except for subsection 5.3 (D) of this Ordinance, where the requirements of a general provision 
and a district regulation differ, the more restrictive requirement shall prevail. 
 
Section 5.1 - Application of Regulations 
 
Zoning affects every structure and use.  The following shall apply to the entire DeTour Village. 
 
A. No building or structure shall hereafter be erected, altered or moved, nor shall any building 

or premises hereafter be used for any purpose other than permitted in the district in which 
said building or premises are located. 

 
B. No building shall hereafter be erected or altered to exceed the height limitations, or occupy a 

greater percentage of lot area, or intrude upon the required front yard, rear yard, side yard 
or inner or outer courts, or accommodate or house a greater number of families, or provide 
less space per dwelling unit than is specified for the district in which such building is located. 

 
C. No lot area, yard, court, parking area or other required space shall be so divided, altered, 

reduced or diminished as to make said area or dimension less than the minimum required 
under this Ordinance, except where such reduction has been brought about by expansion or 
acquisition of public rights-of-way for street, road or highway.  If a required area is already 
less than the minimum required under this Ordinance, said area or dimension shall not be 
further divided or reduced. 

 
Section 5.2 - Lot-Building Relationship 
 
Every building erected, altered or moved shall be located on a lot of record as defined herein.   
There shall be no more than one (1) principal building and its permitted accessory structures 
located on each lot in any residential district, except that one (1) non-commercial guest cottage 
may be located on the same lot, and except in the case of an approved multiple dwelling 
development. 
 
Section 5.3 - Accessory Buildings 
 
A. Authorized accessory buildings may be erected as part of the principal building or may be 

connected to the principal building by a roofed porch, patio, breezeway or similar structure 
or may be completely detached from the principal building. 

 
B. Where any accessory building is attached to the side or front of a principal building, such 

accessory building shall be considered part of the principal building for purposes of 
determining yard dimensions. 

 
C. Except as provided in subsection 5.3 (D) of this Ordinance, a detached accessory building 

shall be located no closer to a side or rear lot line than the permitted distance for the 
principal building on the same lot. 
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D. A detached accessory building that is no greater than two hundred (200) square feet may be 
located no closer than five (5) feet from a side or rear lot line regardless of the zoning district 
in which it is located. 

 
E. No detached accessory building, or any part of a detached accessory building, shall be 

located in the front yard of any lot within the Village. 
 
F. Attached or detached accessory buildings shall not exceed the total floor area of the 

dwelling unit, except in the R-1 District, where they shall not exceed two hundred (200) 
percent of the total floor area of the dwelling unit. 

 
Section 5.4 - Accessory Buildings as Dwellings 
 
No accessory building on the same lot as a principal building shall be used for dwelling 
purposes, except as provided in Section 5.2 and Section 5.5. 
 
Section 5.5 - Temporary Dwelling Occupancy during the Construction of a Dwelling 
 
For the express purpose of promoting the health, safety and general welfare of the inhabitants 
of the Village, and of reducing hazards to health, life and property, no basement-dwelling, cellar-
dwelling, garage-house, tent, camper, travel trailer, recreational vehicle, mobile home not 
installed according to the requirements of this Ordinance, or other substandard structure shall 
hereafter be erected or moved upon any premises and used for dwelling purposes except under 
the following applicable conditions: 
 
A. The location shall conform to the provisions governing yard requirements of standard 

dwellings in the district where located. 
 
B. The use shall be for the sole purpose of providing dwelling facilities for the owner of the 

premises during the period in which a dwelling conforming to the provisions of this 
Ordinance is in process of erection and completion, but not to exceed six (6) months. One 
(1) additional six (6) month extension may be obtained from the Zoning Administrator 
beginning with the date of issuance of the zoning permit.  The temporary dwelling shall be 
removed upon completion of construction of a dwelling complying with the requirements of 
this Ordinance. 

 
C. Where public water and sewer are not available, installation of septic system and water well 

shall be constructed and maintained in accordance with the standards of materials and 
installation recommended by the Chippewa County Health Department, and shall precede 
occupancy of the temporary dwelling. 

 
D. Application for the erection and use of a temporary dwelling shall be made at the time of 

zoning permit application for the permanent dwelling.  On approval and delivery of the 
zoning permit, the applicant shall certify in a space allotted for that purpose, and on the copy 
retained for filing by the Village, that he has full knowledge of the limitations of the permit.  
No such permit shall be transferable to any other person. 

 
E. No annexes shall be added to temporary dwellings. 
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Section 5.6 - Moving Buildings 
 
The moving of a building to a different location shall be considered the same as erection of a 
new building, and all provisions, regulations or requirements relative to the erection of a new 
building shall be applicable thereto. 
 
Section 5.7 - Razing of Buildings 
 
No building shall be razed until a Zoning Permit has been obtained from the Zoning 
Administrator.  Said permit shall be conditioned on the applicant completing the razing within 
such reasonable time period as shall be prescribed and complying with such regulations as to 
health and safety as the Chippewa County Building Inspector may prescribe including filling of 
excavations and proper termination of utility connections. 
 
Section 5.8 - Restoration of Unsafe Buildings 
 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe condition any 
part of any building or structure declared unsafe by the Chippewa County Building Inspector. 
 
Section 5.9 - Yard Encroachments 
 
The yard requirements of all zoning districts are subject to the following permitted 
encroachments. 
 
A. Terraces, patios and similar structures may project into a yard as required herein, provided 

that such structure is unroofed and without walls or other continuous enclosures; except that 
porches and other appurtenances shall be considered an integral part of the building to 
which they are attached and shall be subject to all yard requirements thereof. 

 
B. Chimneys, flues, cornices, eaves, gutters and similar features may project into any required 

yard a maximum of twenty-four inches (24"). 
 
C. Unenclosed and unroofed fire escapes, outside stairways and balconies may project into a 

required yard a maximum of five feet (5'). 
 
Section 5.10 - Intersection Visibility 
 
On any corner lot in any zoning district requiring front and side yards, no fence, wall, screen, 
hedge, sign or other structure or planting shall obstruct vision between the heights of three (3') 
feet and ten (10') feet within the triangular area formed by the intersecting street right-of-way 
lines and a straight line intersecting them at points which are on said right-of-way lines and thirty 
(30') feet distant from their point of intersection.  Such heights of clear vision areas shall be 
measured from the elevation of the street centerlines at the point of intersection.  No fence, wall, 
screen, hedge, sign or other structure or planting shall obstruct vision from a driveway between 
the heights of three (3') feet and ten (10') feet, measured above the elevation of the street 
center line, within ten (10') feet of any front property line. 
 
Section 5.11 - Through Lots 
 
In any district, a through lot, as herein defined, shall have a front yard, as required for its 
particular district on all frontages along each street lot line. 

Page 28 of 91



DET28801G 5-4

Section 5.12 - Essential Services 
 
Essential services, as defined herein, shall be permitted as authorized and regulated by law, 
public policy and specific zoning regulations in any district, it being the intention otherwise to 
exempt such erection, construction, alteration, and maintenance from the application of this 
Ordinance when not in conflict with Article I of this Ordinance.  When in conflict, the Board of 
Appeals shall have the power to determine reasonable conditions under which such facilities 
shall be erected.  Telecommunication towers, alternative tower structures and antennas shall be 
regulated and permitted pursuant to this Ordinance and shall not be regulated or permitted as 
essential services, public utilities or private utilities. 
 
Section 5.13 - Required Water Supply and Sewage Disposal Facilities 
 
Every building hereafter erected, altered or moved upon any premises and used in whole or in 
part for dwellings (year-round or seasonal), recreational, business, commercial or industrial 
purposes, including churches, schools, and other buildings in which persons customarily 
congregate, shall be connected to the Village water and sewer systems or be provided with on-
site water and sewage disposal systems approved by the Chippewa County Health Department. 
 
Section 5.14 - Street Closure 
 
Whenever any street, alley or other public right-of-way is vacated by official action of the Village 
Council, the zoning district adjoining each side of such right-of-way shall be automatically 
extended to the center of such vacation, and all areas included in the vacation shall then and 
henceforth be subject to all appropriate regulations of the extended districts. 
 
Section 5.15 - Grades 
 
No premises shall be filled or graded so as to discharge surface runoff on abutting premises in 
such a manner that will cause inconvenience or damage to adjacent properties.  When property 
is developed adjacent to existing properties previously developed, existing grades shall have 
priority. 

 
Section 5.16 - Removal of Soil, Sand or Other Material 
 
The removal of soil, sand, topsoil or other material from the land is not permitted in any zone 
except under a temporary permit from the Village Council which may be denied or issued in 
appropriate cases upon the filing of an application accompanied by a suitable agreement or 
bond that such removal will not cause stagnant water to collect, or that no material shall be 
taken from any part of a lot within one hundred (100') feet of any road or street traveled by the 
general public, or within one hundred (100') feet of an adjacent lot line, or leave the surface of 
the land, at the expiration of such permit, in an unstable condition or unfit for the growing of turf 
or for other land uses permitted in the zone in which such removal occurs.  The provisions of 
this section shall not be construed to prohibit normal excavation or grading incidental to the 
construction or alteration of buildings. 
 
Section 5.17 - Mobile Homes on Individual Lots or Parcels 
 
Mobile homes sited on individual lots or parcels and not in a mobile home park shall meet the 
standards for minimum lot size, yard set-backs and minimum floor area for the district in which 
they are located and shall meet the following additional standards: 

Page 29 of 91



DET28801G 5-5

 
A. Mobile homes shall be attached to an approved permanent foundation or basement and 

shall be anchored using a system that meets the Michigan Mobile Home Commission 
requirements. 

 
B. Mobile homes shall be installed according to manufacturer's set up requirements, and the 

construction of the unit shall comply with the National Mobile Home Construction and Safety 
Standards Act of 1974 (HUD Code). 

 
C. The wheels, axles and towing assembly shall be removed from a mobile home before the 

unit is attached to the foundation. 
 
D. No mobile home shall have any exposed undercarriage or chassis, and skirting shall be 

manufactured of fire resistant material and certified as such by the manufacturer.  Skirting 
shall be vented with louvered or similar vents at a minimum of six hundred (600) square 
inches per one thousand (1,000) square feet of living space.  A minimum of one (1) vent 
shall be placed at the front and rear of the mobile home and two (2) on each exposed side. 
An access panel of sufficient size to allow full access to utility hookups located beneath the 
mobile home shall be installed. 

 
E. If the mobile home is more than ten (10) years old at the time of placement, the owner shall 

provide evidence of building, plumbing and electrical inspection from the Chippewa County 
Building Inspector. 

 
F. Any structural addition to a mobile home shall be constructed to comply with state building 

codes for single family dwellings if it is site built, or if it is a pre-manufactured expando, add-
a-room, or tag-a-long addition it shall comply with the HUD Code.  The addition shall not 
cover any exterior bathroom or bedroom window of the mobile home and shall not extend 
parallel along any or all of the mobile home for a distance greater than one-half (1/2) the 
length of the unit. 

 
G. Mobile homes shall not be used as an accessory building. 
 
Section 5.18 - Buffer Strip or Screening Between Land Uses 
 
A buffer strip, as defined herein, shall be required for any commercial or industrial use that 
abuts a residential use on either the side yard or rear yard.  In all instances, this may be 
provided as part of the side or rear yard requirements.  The buffer strip may be omitted or a 
fence substituted for the buffer strip if the Planning Commission finds that there would be no 
adverse effects upon the neighboring property resulting from the waiver or omission. 
 
Section 5.19 - Continued Conformance with Regulations 
 
The maintenance of yards, open spaces, lot areas, height and bulk limitations, fences, walls, 
clear vision areas, parking and loading spaces, and all other requirements, including the proper 
maintenance and repair of screening arrangements, for a building or use specified within this 
Ordinance shall be a continuing obligation of the owner of such building or property on which 
such building or property or use is located. 
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Section 5.20 - Lot Proportion 
 
The width of any lot, parcel, or land division created after the effective date of this Ordinance 
shall not be less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the lot or parcel depth. 
 
Section 5.21 - Animals 
 
A. The keeping of pigs, sheep, goats, cows, horses, or similar grazing animals kept as pets for 

non-commercial use is allowed in the Rural Residential District on parcels of land five (5) 
acres or greater in size for the first animal, and three (3) acres for every animal thereafter.  
No such animals shall be kept closer than one hundred fifty (150) feet to a neighboring 
residential structure.  Such livestock shall also be prohibited if they become obnoxious by 
reason of odor, sanitary conditions, noise, or trespass. 

 
B. The keeping of ordinary household pets such as dogs or cats in reasonable numbers, but 

not including domestic livestock, such as horses, cattle, goats, sheep, swine, poultry, or fur 
bearing animals, such as rabbit or mink may be allowed in any zoning district.  Animals 
maintained under this subsection shall not constitute an annoyance to neighboring property 
by reason of noise, odor, sanitary conditions or trespass. 

 
C. All outdoor enclosures housing permitted animals are subject to the setback requirements of 

the district where located. 
 
D. The keeping of animals not normally kept as pets, or not normally found in Michigan’s Upper 

Peninsula and potentially dangerous to the public, shall require Planning Commission 
approval, as well as Michigan Department of Natural Resources, if applicable. 

 
E. The determination of the Zoning Board of Appeals, established under this Ordinance, shall 

be conclusive on the question of whether the keeping of animals referred to in this Section is 
so obnoxious as to interfere with the public health and safety. 

 
Section 5.22 - Storage of Inoperable Motor Vehicles 
 
There shall be no salvaging or dumping of inoperable automobiles, trucks, trailers, tractors, or 
other similar vehicles within the Village, except in a legally authorized junkyard.  Nor shall any 
unlicensed or inoperable motor vehicle be stored unless stored within a totally enclosed 
structure, except as provided below. 
 
Any owner or occupant of land may store or permit to be stored one (1) but not more than three 
(3) such inoperable motor vehicles for a period not to exceed three (3) months, if such motor 
vehicle is registered in the name of the owner of the land.  All such vehicles shall be stored in 
the rear yard. 
 
Outdoor storage of antique vehicles may continue beyond the three (3) month limit, provided 
such vehicles are stored out of view from the roadway and adjacent property owners by use of 
permanent privacy fencing or other means as approved by the Zoning Administrator. 
 
Section 5.23 - Home Occupations 
 
While DeTour Village recognizes that many residents feel the necessity to work at home, the 
Village also recognizes the rights of all residents to be free from actual or potential nuisance 
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which may be caused by non-residential activities conducted in a residential zone.  The intent of 
this section is to ensure that any home occupation is compatible with other permitted uses in 
residential districts and to maintain and preserve the residential character of the neighborhood. 
 
A. The home occupation shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to the principal use of the 

premises for residential purposes.  The exterior appearance of the structure shall not be 
altered or the occupation within the residence be conducted in a manner which would 
substantially alter the premises' residential character. 

 
B. The home occupation is conducted by the person or persons occupying the dwelling. Two 

(2) non-resident persons may be employed, and more than two (2) with Planning 
Commission approval.  Accessory buildings may be used in the home occupation. 

 
C. The dwelling has no exterior evidence, other than one (1) non-illuminated sign not 

exceeding twelve (12) square feet to indicate that the dwelling is being utilized for a non-
residential purpose, and such sign is in conformance with the requirements of this 
Ordinance. 

 
D. No occupation shall be conducted upon or from the premises, which would constitute a 

nuisance or annoyance to adjoining residents by reason of noise, dust, glare, heat, smoke, 
fumes, odor, vibrations or electrical disturbance.  There shall be no discharge of polluting 
materials, fluids or gases into the ground or surface water, soil or atmosphere. 

 
E. Vehicular and pedestrian traffic generated by the home occupation shall not exceed that 

which would normally be expected in a residential neighborhood. 
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ARTICLE 6 
NONCONFORMITIES 

 
 
Section 6.0 - Intent 
 
As provided in this Article, any buildings, uses or lots not complying with the requirements of this 
Ordinance on the effective date may be continued.  Such buildings, uses or lots shall be 
designated as “Nonconformities” and shall be governed by the provision of this Article.  It is the 
intent of this Ordinance that all nonconforming buildings, uses or lots will either be eliminated or 
changed to conforming buildings, uses or lots over a period of time.  This Ordinance and actions 
of the Planning Commission are intended to encourage the elimination of nonconformities and 
to discourage anything that extends the normal useful life of a nonconformity. 
 
Section 6.1 - Nonconforming Buildings 
 
A. Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent necessary repairs and incidental alterations of a 

nonconforming building or a building devoted to a nonconforming use existing on the 
effective date of this Ordinance as may be necessary to secure a reasonable advantageous 
use during its normal useful life. 

 
B. Nothing in this Ordinance shall require any change in the construction or intended use of a 

building or structure under construction on the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 
C. Any building, whether it is nonconforming because of the building itself, the use of the 

building or the lot on which it is located, may be reconstructed to its original configuration in 
the event it is destroyed or partially destroyed by explosion, fire or acts of God. 

 
D. If a building or use of a building is nonconforming because of height, floor area, parking or 

loading space provisions of this Ordinance, it may be extended, enlarged, altered, 
remodeled or modernized to comply with these provisions.  Once in compliance, no building 
or use shall again become nonconforming in these categories. 

 
E. A building devoted to a nonconforming use may be altered or remodeled within the interior 

dimensions of the building, provided no exterior structural alterations are made except those 
that may be required by the Chippewa County Building Inspector. 

 
Section 6.2 - Nonconforming Uses 
 
A. Whenever a nonconforming use has been discontinued for a period of one (1) year, such 

use shall not be reestablished.  Any future use shall be in conformity with this Ordinance. 
 
B. A nonconforming use shall not be changed to other than a conforming use, nor shall any 

use be reverted to a former nonconforming use after the use has been changed to a 
conforming use. 

 
C. Whenever a zoning district is changed, any existing nonconforming use in the changed 

district may be continued, provided all other regulations governing the use are compiled 
with. 
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Section 6.3 - Nonconforming Lots of Record 
 
In any district, principal buildings and customary accessory buildings may be erected on any 
nonconforming lot which was a lot of record on the effective date of this Ordinance, provided 
permit for construction of a well and septic system is granted by the Chippewa County Health 
Department, if required. 
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ARTICLE 7 
SITE PLAN REVIEW 

 
 
Section 7.0 - Circumstances Requiring a Site Plan 
 
Site plans give the Planning Commission an opportunity to review development proposals in a 
concise, consistent manner.  The use of a site plan insures that physical changes in the 
property meet with local approval and that building actually occurs as the developer promised. 
 
Site plans are required for the following reasons: 
 
A. All new uses except single-family and two-family residential units, both permitted uses and 

special permit uses.  See Section 15.2 for single-family and two-family residential units. 
 
B. Expansion or renovation of an existing use, other than a single-family and two-family 

residential use, which increases the existing floor space more than twenty-five percent 
(25%). 

 
C. Changes of use for an existing structure, except for single-family and two-family residential 

uses. 
 
D. Special permit uses. 
 
E. Planned Unit Development. 

 
Section 7.1 - Site Plan Data Required 
 
Each site plan submitted shall contain the following information, unless specifically waived in 
whole or in part by the Planning Commission. 
 
A. The date, north arrow, scale and name of individual or firm responsible for preparing the 

plan. The scale must be at least one (1) inch = twenty (20) feet for parcels under three (3) 
acres and not less than one (1) inch = one hundred (100) feet for parcels three (3) acres or 
more. 

 
B. The boundary line of the property, to include all dimensions and legal description. 
 
C. The approximate location of all structures on the site, including proposed drives, walkways, 

signs, exterior lighting, parking (showing the dimensions of a typical parking area), loading 
and unloading areas, common use areas and recreational areas and facilities. 

 
D. The approximate location and widths of all abutting rights-of-way. 
 
E. The approximate location of unusual environmental features, such as streams, wetlands, 

shorelines, etc. 
 
F. The location and identification of all existing structures within a two hundred (200) foot 

radius of the subject property boundaries. 
 
G. The name and address of the property owner. 

Page 35 of 91



DET288001G 7-2

 
H. The existing zoning district in which the site is located.  
 
I. The location of all existing and proposed landscaping as well as all existing and proposed 

buffers, fences or walls. 
 
J. A location sketch of the proposed use or structure. 
 
K. The type, location and size of all utilities existing and proposed for the site. 
 
L. The location, size and slope of all subsurface drainage facilities. 
 
M. A summary schedule and views should be included with the site plan for proposed 

structures in applicable residential and commercial districts, giving the following information: 
1. The number of dwelling units proposed, by type, including a typical floor plan for each 

type of unit. 
2. The residential area of the proposed units in square feet, as well as area dimensions of 

driveways and staging areas. 
3. Typical elevation drawings of the front and rear of each building. 

 
N. For multiple family, planned unit development and mobile home park developments, the 

contour intervals of the topography of the existing and finished site. 
 
Section 7.2 - Site Plan Submittal and Approval Procedures 
 
The site plan and all related information pertinent to the special permit approval (if applicable) 
shall be presented to the Zoning Administrator in three (3) copies by the property petitioner or 
applicant.  The Zoning Administrator shall place the submittal on the agenda of the next regular 
Planning Commission meeting. 
  
The Planning Commission shall have the responsibility and authorization to approve, 
disapprove or approve with modifications, the site plan in accordance with the zoning district in 
which the proposed use is located.  
 
When approved, at least three (3) copies of the final approved site plan shall be signed and 
dated by the Planning Commission Chair.  One (1) copy shall be sent to the Village Council via 
the Village Clerk, one (1) copy shall be kept on file with the Village Clerk, and one (1) copy shall 
be returned to the applicant.  (Amendment effective date September 1, 2006) 
 
Section 7.3 - Standards for Site Plan Review 
 
The site plan shall be reviewed in order to determine: 
 
A. That the proposed use conforms to the uses permitted either by right or by special use 

permit in the respective zoning district. 
 
B. That the dimensional arrangement of buildings and structures conforms to the required 

yards, setbacks and height restrictions of the Ordinance, unless waived by variance granted 
by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
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C. That the proposed site plan conforms to all use and design provisions and 
recommendations (if any) as specified in Appendix A. 

 
D. That there is a proper relationship between the existing and proposed streets and highways 

within the vicinity in order to assure the safety and convenience of pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic. 

 
E. That the proposed buildings, structures and entryways are designed to minimize adverse 

effects by providing for adequate access/egress, interior/exterior circulation, stormwater 
drainage, erosion, grading, signage, lighting and parking, as specified in this Ordinance or 
any County or State law. 

 
F. That as many natural features of the landscape are retained as possible where they can 

furnish a barrier or buffer between the project and adjoining properties, or where they can 
assist in preserving the general safety, health and appearance of the neighborhood (i.e. 
controlling erosion or the discharge of stormwater, etc.) 

 
G. That any adverse effects of the proposed project and activities emanating from it shall be 

minimized by appropriate screening, fencing, buffering or landscaping, as required by this 
Ordinance. 

 
H. That a statement from the Chippewa County Health Department is submitted certifying that 

the on-site septic disposal system is adequate to meet the needs of the development if 
public water and sewer are not available. 

 
I. That all buildings and structures are accessible to emergency vehicles. 
 
J. That the site plan as approved is consistent with the intent and purpose of this Ordinance 

and to facilitate the DeTour Village Master Plan. 
  
Section 7.4 - Modification of Site Plan 
 
Any conditions or modifications desired by the Planning Commission prior to approval shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the appropriate Planning Commission meeting.  Any modification of 
the site plan required by the Planning Commission shall be so stated in writing to the applicant.  
The Planning Commission may, as it deems necessary to promote the intent of this Ordinance, 
require landscaping, walls, fences, drives and other improvements.   
 
Section 7.5 - Revocation of Site Plan 
 
If the Zoning Administrator finds that the conditions and stipulations of an approved site plan are 
not being adhered to, the Planning Commission shall give written notice by personal service or 
registered letter to the property owner and the Village Council by way of the Village Clerk of its 
intent to revoke prior approval of the site plan.  The notice shall be signed by the Planning 
Commission Chair, shall contain the grounds for revocation, shall state the time, date and place 
where the Planning Commission will consider revocation of the site plan, and shall be delivered 
to the property owner not less than thirty (30) days prior to the stated date of the hearing 
concerning revocation.  If the property owner notifies the Planning Commission within fifteen 
(15) days of receipt of the above letter of his/her intent to rectify the violation, Planning 
Commission may defer the revocation.  (Amendment effective date September 1, 2006) 
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Section 7.6 - Site Plan Revocation Appeal 
 
The decision of the Planning Commission to revoke a site plan may be appealed by the 
aggrieved party, the property owner, or his or her designated agent to the DeTour Village 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  Such requests must be made within thirty (30) days of the notice to 
the owner of such revocation action by the Planning Commission.  Appeals to site plan 
revocation shall be heard according to the provisions of Article 14. 
 
Section 7.7 - Site Plan Expiration 
 
Site plan approval shall expire if the authorized work is not started within twelve (12) months 
after approval, or if work is suspended or abandoned for a period of twelve (12) months. 
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ARTICLE 8 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS 

 
 
Section 8.0 - Intent and Purpose 
 
Special permits are required for proposed activities, which are essentially compatible with other 
permitted uses in a zoning district, but which possess characteristics or locational qualities, 
which require individual review.  The purpose of this individual review is to ensure compatibility 
with the character of the surrounding area, with public services and facilities, with adjacent 
properties, and to ensure conformance with standards set forth in this Ordinance.  Special 
permit uses are listed in this Ordinance under each zoning district.  Only the uses authorized as 
special permit uses may be authorized a special permit.  Uses not expressly authorized are 
prohibited. 
 
Section 8.1 - Special Permit Procedures 
 
A. Application shall be submitted in triplicate through the office of the Zoning Administrator, to 

the Planning Commission, and shall include the following: 
1. Name and address of owner and applicant, if different, of the premises. 
2. Legal description of the premises. 
3. Description of proposed use, including parking facilities, if required, and any exceptional 

traffic situation the use may occasion. 
4. Site plan prepared according to Section 7.1. 
5. Sewage and waste disposal facilities and water supply, existing and/or proposed for 

installation. 
6. Use of existing premises and zoning district designation of all adjacent properties. 
7. A statement by applicant appraising the effect on the neighborhood. 
8. An application fee, established by the Village Council, shall accompany the application. 

 
B. The Zoning Administrator shall file his recommendation of the proposed development with 

the Planning Commission, which shall consider the special permit request at a public 
hearing after notice has been given as follows.  The notice shall be given not less than 
fifteen (15) days before the date the application will be considered.  Notice shall be 
published in a newspaper with general circulation in the Village and sent by mail or personal 
delivery to the property owners for which approval is being considered, to all persons to 
whom real property is assessed within a minimum of three-hundred (300) feet of the 
boundary of the property in question, and to the occupants of all structures within a 
minimum of three-hundred (300) feet.  If the name of the occupant is not known, the term 
"occupant" may be used in making notification.  Notification need not be given to more than 
one (1) occupant of a structure, except that if a structure contains more than one (1) 
dwelling unit or spatial area owned or leased by different individuals, partnerships, 
businesses, or organizations, one (1) occupant of each unit or spatial area shall receive 
notice.  In the case of a single structure containing more than four (4) dwelling units or other 
distinct spatial areas owned or leased by different individuals, partnerships, businesses, or 
organizations, notice may be given to the manager or owner of the structure who shall be 
requested to post the notice at the primary entrance to the structure.  The Planning 
Commission shall have the discretion of notifying property owners beyond the three hundred 
(300) feet depending on the type of development.  An affidavit of mailing or delivery of notice 
shall be maintained by the Zoning Administrator.  (Amendment effective date July 10, 2008) 

 

Page 39 of 91



DET288001G 8-2

The notice shall describe the nature of the special permit request; indicate the property 
which is subject of the special permit request; state when and where written comments will 
be received concerning the request; state the time, date and place of the public hearing 
where the special permit will be considered.  

 
C. After the hearing and review, the Planning Commission shall: 

1. Approve the special permit application and required site plan.  The Zoning Administrator 
shall then be directed to issue the special permit, or; 

2. Approve the special permit application and required site plan subject to conditions, which 
are imposed in order to insure the special permit complies with standards stated in this 
Ordinance.  The Zoning Administrator shall then be directed to issue the special permit, 
or; 

3. Disapprove the special permit application and required site plan. 
4. Provide a finding of fact on all decisions. 
5. Notify the applicant within ten (10) working days of the Planning Commission’s decision. 
6. Incorporate the decision on a special permit use in a statement containing the 

conclusions relative to the special permit use under consideration which specifies the 
basis for the decision, and any conditions imposed. 

7. Planning Commission shall forward all findings to the Village Council for review. 
(Amendment effective date September 1, 2006) 

 
D. If the Zoning Administrator finds that the conditions and stipulations of a special permit are 

not being adhered to, the Planning Commission shall give written notice to the applicant of 
its intent to revoke the prior approval with copies sent to the Village Council.  The notice 
shall be signed by the Planning Commission Chair and shall be sent to the applicant by 
registered letter or by personal service.  The notice shall contain the grounds for the 
revocation and shall state the time, date and place where the Planning Commission will 
consider revocation of the special use permit. The applicant shall receive the letter not less 
than thirty (30) days prior to the stated date of revocation.  (Amendment effective date 
September 1, 2006) 

 
If the applicant notifies the Planning Commission within fifteen (15) days of the receipt of the 
above letter of his/her intent to rectify the violation, the Planning Commission may defer the 
revocation. 

 
E. A disapproval or revocation of the special permit and accompanying site plan by the 

Planning Commission may be appealed by the aggrieved party, the property owner, or his/ 
her designated agent to the DeTour Village Zoning Board of Appeals.  Such requests must 
be made within thirty (30) days of the Planning Commission’s notice of disapproval or 
revocation. 

 
Section 8.2 - Special Permit Standards for Review 
 
Applications for special permits shall be referred to the Planning Commission for review and 
approval, disapproval, or approval with modifications or conditions. The special permit request 
and the required site plan shall be subject to the following special requirements, in addition to 
the requirements and standards of the zoning district where located, in order to prevent conflict 
with or impairment of the principal permitted uses of the zoning district. 
 
A. The proposed development shall meet all design standards of this Ordinance and other 

applicable local or state codes, regulations, ordinances and administrative rules. 
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B. The density or use characteristics of the proposed development shall not be detrimental to 
adjacent properties and land uses. 

 
C. The proposed development shall not place an extreme burden on or lead to the need for 

additional Village services and facilities. 
 
D. The traffic characteristics of the proposed development shall not place an extreme or undue 

burden on the adjacent publicly available vehicular and/or pedestrian circulation facilities. 
 
E. The character of the proposed development shall be in keeping with the existing or planned 

uses of the area. 
 
F. The land use or activity is consistent with the public health, safety and welfare of the Village. 
 
Section 8.3 - Effect of Special Permit Issuance 
 
The issuance of a special permit is deemed effective for only the lot or portion of the lot for 
which it was granted.  If the use or construction has not started within twelve (12) months, the 
permit is void. 
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ARTICLE 9 
SITE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS 

 
 
Section 9.0 - Scope 
 
Those principal permitted uses and special permit uses listed in any zoning district, and if 
included in Appendix A, will be reviewed by the recommendations set forth in Appendix A, 
attached to this Ordinance.  Such recommendations are not mandatory, and alternatives may 
be considered in approving site plans and granting special use permits. 
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ARTICLE 10 
“PUD” PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
Section 10.1 - Achievement of Planned Unit Development 
 
It shall be the policy of the Village to promote progressive development of land and construction 
thereon by encouraging planned unit developments to achieve: 
 
A. A maximum choice of living environments by allowing a variety of housing and building 

types and permitting an increased density per acre and a reduction in lot dimensions, yards, 
buildings setbacks, and area requirements. 

 
B. A more useful pattern of open space and recreation areas and if permitted as part of the 

project, more convenience in the location of accessory commercial uses and services. 
 
C. A development pattern, which preserves and utilizes natural topography and geologic 

features, scenic vistas, trees and other vegetation, and prevents the disruption of natural 
drainage patterns. 

 
D. A more efficient use of land than is generally achieved through conventional development 

resulting in substantial savings through shorter utilities and streets. 
 
E. A development pattern in harmony with land use density, transportation facilities, and 

community facilities objectives of the DeTour Village Master Plan. 
 

The Village is also prepared to accept a greater population density in undeveloped areas than 
that reflected by present zoning provided the developer can demonstrate that any increment of 
public cost clearly attributable to increased densities will be compensated for by the private 
amenities and public benefits to be achieved by the plan of development. 
 
Section 10.2 - Provisions Governing Planned Unit Developments 
 
Because of the special characteristics of planned unit developments, special provisions 
governing the development of land for this purpose are required. Whenever there is a conflict or 
difference between the provisions of this Article and those of the other Articles of this 
Ordinance, the provisions of this Article shall prevail. Subjects not covered by this Article shall 
be governed by the respective provisions found elsewhere in this Ordinance. 
 
Section 10.3 - Application and Procedure 
 
Upon approval by the Planning Commission and the Village Council, a planned unit 
development may be applied in the R-1, R-2, and V Districts. Upon approval of a development 
plan, the Official Zoning Map shall be annotated for the land area involved to include the 
notation, “PUD”. Planned unit developments shall be approved by the Planning Commission 
and the Village Council in the manner provided in Section 10.16 through Section 10.25. 
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Section 10.4 - Uses Permitted 
 
Compatible residential, commercial, and public uses may be combined in PUD districts provided 
that the proposed location of the commercial uses will not adversely affect adjacent property, 
and/or the public health, safety, and general welfare. Building site area and setback 
requirements of the residential district shall apply except as modified in Section 10.11 of this 
section. The amount of land devoted to commercial use in a residential-commercial 
development shall be determined by the Planning Commission and approved by the Village 
Council. 
 
Section 10.5 - Commercial Use Limitations 
 
When the planned unit development proposes a mixture of residential uses with commercial 
uses, the Planning Commission may limit the development to not more than eight (8) percent of 
the tract to commercial uses. 
 
Section 10.6 - Project Ownership 
 
The project land may be owned, leased, or controlled either by single person or corporation, or 
by group of individuals or corporations. Such ownership may be a public or private corporation. 
 
Section 10.7 - Common Open Space 
 
A minimum of twenty percent (20%) of the land developed in any planned unit development 
project shall be reserved for common open space and recreational facilities for the residents or 
users of the area being developed. The open space shall be disposed of as required in Section 
10.8. 
 
Section 10.8 - Disposition of Open Space 
 
The required amount of common space land reserved under a planned unit development shall 
either be held in corporate ownership by owners of the project area for the use of each owner 
who buys property within the development or be dedicated to the Village and retained as 
common open space for parks, recreation, and related uses. All land dedicated to the Village 
must meet the Planning Commission’s requirements as to size, shape, and location. Public 
utility and similar easements and rights-of-way for water courses and other similar channels are 
not acceptable for common open space dedicated to the Village unless such land or right-of-
way is usable as a trail or other similar purpose and approved by the Planning Commission. The 
responsibility for the maintenance of all open spaces shall be specified by the developer before 
approval of the final development plan. 
 
Section 10.9 - Utility Requirements 
 
Underground utilities, including telephone and electrical systems, are required within the limits 
of all planned unit developments. Accessory buildings or structures to these systems, which can 
be effectively screened, may be excepted from this requirement if the Planning Commission 
finds that such exemption will not violate the intent or character of the proposed planned unit 
development. 
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Section 10.10 - Building Site Area per Single Family Dwelling 
 
A. In platted area or site condominium projects, the building site area per dwelling unit may be 

reduced by not more than forty percent (40%) of the minimum building site area required in 
the Schedule of Regulations (Section 4.6). 

 
B. Building site widths may be varied to allow for a variety of structural designs. It is also 

recommended that setbacks be varied. 
 
C. Densities may not exceed one hundred fifty percent (150%) of that which is permitted in the 

existing zoning district. 
 
Section 10.11 - Building Sites to Abut upon Common Open Space 
 
Every property developed under the planned unit development approach should be designed to 
abut upon common open space or similar areas. A clustering of dwellings is encouraged. In 
areas where town houses are used, there shall be no more than eight (8) town house units in 
any adjoining group. 
 
Section 10.12 - Height Requirements 
 
For each foot of building height over the maximum height regulations, the distance between 
those buildings and the side and rear property lines of the planned unit development project 
area shall be increased by a one (1) foot addition to the side and rear yard required in the 
districts. 
 
Section 10.13 - Parking 
 
Off-street parking, loading, and service areas shall be provided in accordance with the 
recommendations of Appendix B of this Ordinance. However, off-street parking and loading 
areas shall not be permitted within fifteen (15) feet of any residential use. 
 
Section 10.14 - Perimeter Setbacks 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this Article, every building site abutting the perimeter of the 
planned unit development district shall maintain all setback requirements for the applicable 
conventional zoning district. 
 
Section 10.15 - Arrangement of Commercial Uses 
 
When planned unit development projects include commercial uses, commercial buildings and 
establishments shall be planned as groups having common parking areas and common 
driveways in order to reduce the number of potential accident locations at intersections with 
major streets. Planting screens or fences shall be provided on the perimeter of the commercial 
areas abutting residential areas. The plan of the project shall provide for the integrated and 
harmonious design of buildings, adequate and properly arranged facilities for internal traffic 
circulation, landscaping, and such other features and facilities as may be necessary to make the 
project attractive and efficient from the standpoint of the adjoining and surrounding 
noncommercial areas. All areas designed for future expansion or not intended for immediate 
improvement or development shall be landscaped or otherwise maintained in a neat and orderly 
manner as specified by this Ordinance. 
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Section 10.16 - Procedure for Approval of PUD 
 
Planned unit developments shall be approved in accordance with the procedures in Section 
10.17 through Section 10.25.  
 
Section 10.17 - Pre-application meeting 
 
The developer shall meet with the Village President, Zoning Administrator, and Planning 
Commission Chair prior to the submission of the development plan. The purpose of this meeting 
is to discuss early and informally the purpose and effect of this Ordinance and the criteria and 
standards contained herein, and to familiarize the developer with the policies contained in the 
DeTour Village Master Plan. 
 
Section 10.18 - Development Plan 
 
The developer shall submit a development plan to the Planning Commission. The development 
plan shall be in general conformance with the pre-application meeting. Twelve (12) copies of the 
development plan shall be submitted and shall be endorsed by a qualified professional team, 
which shall include a registered land surveyor, registered civil engineer, and registered 
landscape architect.  (Amendment effective date September 1, 2006) 
 
Section 10.19 - Contents of Application for Approval of Development Plan 
 
An application for approval of the development plan shall be filed with the Village Clerk by at 
least one (1) owner or lessee of property for which the planned unit development is proposed. 
Each application shall be signed by the owner or lessee, attesting to the truth and exactness of 
all information supplied on the application for development plan. Each application shall clearly 
state that the approval shall expire and may be revoked if construction on the project has not 
begun within one (1) year from the date of issuance of the approval. At a minimum, the 
application shall contain the following information: 

 
A. A survey of the proposed development site, showing the dimensions and bearings of the 

property lines, area in acres, topography, existing features of the development site, including 
major wooded areas, structures, streets, easements, utility lines, and land uses. 

 
B. All the information required on the development plan; the location and sizes of lots, location 

and proposed density of dwelling units, nonresidential building intensity, and land use 
considered suitable for adjacent properties. 

 
C. A schedule for the development of units to be constructed in progression and a description 

of the design principals for buildings and streetscapes; tabulation of the number of acres in 
the proposed project for various uses; the number of housing units proposed by type; 
estimated residential population; type of housing; estimated nonresidential population; 
anticipated timing for each unit; and standards for height, open space, building density, 
parking areas, population density and public improvements proposed for each unit of the 
development, whenever the applicant proposes an exception from the standard zoning 
districts or other ordinances governing development. 

 
D. Engineering feasibility studies and plans showing, as necessary, water, sewer, drainage, 

electricity, telephone, and natural gas installations; waste disposal facilities; street 
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improvements; and nature and extent of earth work required for site preparation and 
development. 

 
E. Site plan, showing building(s), various functional use areas, traffic circulation, and their 

relationship. 
 
F. Preliminary building plans, including floor plans and exterior elevations. 
 
G. Landscaping plans. 
 
H. Deed restrictions, protective covenants, and other legal statements or devices to be used to 

control the use, development and maintenance of the land and the improvements thereon, 
including those areas which are to be commonly owned and maintained.  Executed real 
estate documents showing ownership of property and/or escrow accounts executed by 
applicants.  Planning Commission will research any and all corporate, partnership, or limited 
liability filings showing the ownership or escrowed relationship to the development unless 
provided.  (Amendment effective date September 1, 2006) 

 
I. Letters of financial standing with a certified lender or banking agent licensed under Federal 

and State banking regulations.  (Amendment effective date September 1, 2006) 
 
Section 10.20 - Public Hearing by Planning Commission 
 
Within thirty (30) days after submission of the development plan, the Planning Commission shall 
hold a public hearing. The hearing notice shall be published in accordance with Section 8.1(B). 
 
Section 10.21 - Recommended by Planning Commission 
 
Within sixty (60) days after receipt of the development plan, the Planning Commission shall 
recommend to the Village Council that the development plan be approved as presented, 
approved with supplementary conditions, or disapproved. The Planning Commission shall then 
transmit all papers constituting the record and the recommendations to the Village Council. 
 
Section 10.22 - Criteria for Recommendations by Planning Commission 
 
Before making its recommendation as required in Section 10.21 of this Article, the Planning 
Commission shall find that the facts submitted with the application and presented at the public 
hearing establish that: 
 
A. The proposed development can be initiated within one (1) year of the date approval. 
 
B. Each individual unit of the development, as well as the total development, can exist as an 

independent unit capable of creating an environment of sustained desirability and stability or 
that adequate assurance will be provided that such objective will be attained; the uses 
proposed will not be detrimental to present and potential surrounding uses, but will have a 
beneficial effect which could not be achieved under standard district regulations. 

 
C. The streets and roads proposed are suitable and adequate to carry anticipated traffic, and 

increased densities will not generate traffic in such amounts as to overload the street and 
road network outside the planned unit development. 
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D. Any proposed commercial development can be justified at the locations proposed. 
 
E. Any exception for standard district requirements is warranted by the design and other 

amenities incorporated in the development plan, in accord with the planned unit 
development and the adopted policy of the Planning Commission and the Village Council. 

 
F. The area surrounding the development can be planned and zoned in coordination and 

substantial compatibility with the proposed development. 
 
G. The planned unit development is in general conformance with the DeTour Village Master 

Plan. 
 
H. The existing and proposed utility services are adequate for the population densities and 

nonresidential uses proposed. 
 
Section 10.23 - Action by Village Council 
 
Within (60) days after receipt of the recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Village 
Council shall approve, approve with supplementary conditions, or disapprove the application as 
presented. If the application is either approved or approved with conditions, the Village Council 
shall direct the Zoning Administrator to issue zoning permits only in accordance with the 
approved development plan and the attached supplementary conditions. 
 
Section 10.24 - Supplementary Conditions and Safeguards 
 
In approving any planned unit development district, the Village Council may prescribe 
appropriate conditions and safeguards in conformity with this Ordinance. Violation of such 
conditions or safeguards, when made part of the terms under which the development plan is 
approved, shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 10.25 - Expiration and Extension of Approval Period 
 
The approval of a development plan for a planned unit development district shall be a period not 
to exceed one (1) year to allow for preparation and recording of the required subdivision plat 
and the development of the project. If no construction has begun within one (1) year after 
approval is granted, the approved development plan shall be void and the land shall revert to 
the district regulations in which it is located. An extension of the time limit or modification of the 
approved development plan may be approved if the Planning Commission finds that such 
extension or modification is not in conflict with the public interest. No zoning amendment passed 
during the time period granted for the approved development plan shall in any way affect the 
terms under which approval of the planned unit development was granted. 
 
Section 10.26 - Cluster Housing Provisions for Small Parcels 
 
On parcels less than five (5) acres, the PUD provision can be utilized. The purpose of this 
provision is to encourage innovative residential development on small, irregularly shaped 
parcels that have limited potential for platting. The development shall be limited to single family 
attached or detached dwellings and the density shall not exceed that which is permitted by the 
existing zoning district. The parcel under consideration for cluster housing provisions shall have 
a minimum frontage of sixty six (66) feet on a public street. The developer shall have a pre-
application meeting as specified in Section 10.17 of this Article. The developer shall submit an 
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application the contents of which are specified in Section 10.18. The Planning Commission shall 
hold one public hearing in accordance with Section 10.20 and recommend to the Village Council 
either approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the application within thirty (30) days of 
review. Criteria for the Planning Commission’s recommendation shall be: 
 
A. The area surrounding the development can be planned and developed in coordination and 

substantial compatibility with proposed development; and 
 
B. The planned development is in general conformance with the DeTour Village Master Plan; 

and 
 
C. The planned development will not generate traffic in such amount as to have a significant 

negative impact on adjacent properties. 
 
Within sixty (60) days of receipt of the recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Village 
Council shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny the application. Supplementary 
conditions and safeguards as specified in Section 10.24 may also apply. 
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ARTICLE 11 
OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING AND UNLOADING REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
When reviewing a proposed site plan, the Zoning Administrator or Planning Commission will 
review off-street parking and loading and unloading requirements in light of the 
recommendations set forth in Appendix B, which is included in this Ordinance. 
 
Such recommendations are not mandatory, and alternatives may be considered in approving a 
specific site plan. 
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ARTICLE 12 
SIGNS AND ADVERTISING 

 
 
Section 12.0 - Purpose and Intent 
 
The purpose and intent of this Article is to preserve the desirable character of DeTour Village, 
as well as to recognize the need for and privilege of advertising, so that people unfamiliar with 
the area, such as tourists and transients, may find the goods and services provided by the local 
business community.  At the same time, the Village recognizes the right of residents to be free 
of advertising that could affect property values and create an unpleasant or less than desirable 
atmosphere.  The use and erection of all outdoor signs shall be subject to all federal, state and 
local statutes and regulations and the requirements of this Ordinance.  As a result, these 
regulations permit signs and other displays that are needed for the purposes of identification or 
advertising, subject to the following objectives: 
 
A. By reason of their size, location, spacing, construction or manner of display, signs shall not 

endanger life or limb, confuse or mislead traffic, obstruct vision necessary for traffic safety, 
or otherwise endanger the public health or safety. 

 
B. Signs should enhance the aesthetic appeal of the Village.  Thus, these regulations are 

intended to regulate oversized signs that are out-of-scale with the surrounding buildings and 
structures and to prevent an excessive accumulation of signs, which cause visual clutter and 
distraction.  

 
Section 12.1 - Definitions (as used in this Article) 
 
“Sign” means a structure, including its base, foundation and erection supports upon which is 
displayed any words, letters, figures, emblems, symbols, designs, or trademarks by which any 
message or image is visible to the public from out of doors on behalf of and for the benefit of 
any product, place, activity, individual, firm, corporation, institution, profession, association, 
business or organization. 
 
“Sign, Freestanding or Ground” means a sign supported by permanent uprights or braces in the 
ground. 
 
“Sign, Identification” means an on-premise sign whose copy is limited to the name and address 
of a building, institution, person and/or the activity or occupation being identified. 
 
“Sign, Off-premise” means any sign relating to subject matter not conducted on the premises on 
which the sign is located. 
 
“Sign, On-premise” means any sign relating in its subject matter to the premises on which it is 
located, or to products, accommodations, services or activities on the premises. 
 
“Sign, Outdoor Business or Informational” means a freestanding, overhanging or wall mounted 
sign located outside a structure on which is displayed information pertaining to a product, use, 
occupancy, function, service or activity located within that structure, on the same property as the 
sign, or at a location different than the property on which the sign is located. 
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“Sign, Overhanging” means a sign that extends beyond any structure wall and is affixed to the 
structure so that the sign surface is perpendicular to the structure wall. 
 
“Sign, Portable” means a sign that is designed to be transported, including but not limited to 
signs: 
• With wheels removed 
• With chassis or support constructed without wheels 
• Designed to be transported by trailer or wheels 
• Converted A- or T-frame signs 
• Attached temporarily to the ground, a structure or another sign 
• Mounted on a vehicle for advertising purposes, parked and visible from the public right-of-

way, except signs identifying the business for which the vehicle is being used in normal day-
to-day operations of that business. 

 
“Sign Surface” means that portion of a sign excluding its base, foundation and erection supports 
on which information pertaining to a product, use, occupancy, function, service or activity is 
displayed. 
 
“Sign, Wall” means any sign attached parallel to or painted on the exterior surface of a building 
or structure wall in such a manner that the sign does not extend beyond the surface of the wall 
to which it is attached. 
 
“Sign, Window” means any sign, picture, symbol or combination thereof, designed to 
communicate information about any activity, business, commodity, event, sale, or service that is 
placed on a window pane or glass so that it is visible from out-of-doors. 
 
Section 12.2 - Signs Not Requiring a Sign Permit 
 
The following signs may be placed in any zoning district without a sign permit, provided such 
signs comply with any applicable federal or state law or regulation and are located so as not to 
cause a nuisance or safety hazard: 
 
A. One (1) non-illuminated identification sign per use, not to exceed two (2) square feet in sign 

surface. 
 
B. Street name signs, route markers and other traffic control signs erected or approved by 

state, county or village agencies when necessary to give proper direction or to otherwise 
safeguard the public. 

 
C. Non-advertising signs erected by any organization, person, firm or corporation that is 

needed to warn the public of dangerous conditions and unusual hazards including but not 
limited to road hazards, high voltage, fire danger, explosives, severe visibility, and the like. 

 
D. Non-advertising signs exclusively devoted to controlling property access (no trespassing, 

private property, keep out, no hunting, hiking trail, day use only and similar instructional 
messages) provided the sign surface does not exceed the maximum size limitations of 
Section 12.5. 

 
E. Non-advertising signs marking an historically significant place, building or area when 

sanctioned by a national, state or local historic organization recognized by the Planning 
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Commission, provided the sign surface does not exceed the maximum size limitations of 
Section 12.5. 

 
F. Signs that have been approved in conjunction with a valid site plan or zoning permit for any 

principal or accessory use, and signs required by federal or state agencies in connection 
with federal or state grant programs. 

 
G. Temporary real estate signs, not exceeding ten (10) square feet on individual lots 

advertising a premise for sale or rent. 
 
H. Signs advertising sales such as garage, estate, auction, moving and yard sales, which last 

no more than seven (7) consecutive days, provided the sign surface does not exceed the 
maximum size limitations of Section 12.5. 

 
I. Political and noncommercial signs provided the sign surface does not exceed the maximum 

size limitations of Section 12.5. 
 
Section 12.3 - Signs Requiring a Sign Permit 
 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 12.2 above, no sign shall be erected within any zoning 
district until the Zoning Administrator issues a sign permit.  Sign permit fees shall be established 
by the Village Council.  Before issuing a sign permit, the Zoning Administrator shall determine 
that the proposed sign complies with all requirements of this Article. 
 
Section 12.4 - Signs Authorized by Zoning District 
 
A. Unless otherwise prohibited in this Ordinance, on-premises outdoor business or 

informational signs or temporary signs shall be permitted on property in any zoning district if 
all requirements of this Article are met. 

 
B. Off-premise signs shall be permitted only in the Village Core, Commercial and Industrial 

Districts. 
 
Section 12.5 - Size Regulations 
 
A. The sign surface of all outdoor business or informational signs, off-premise signs, portable 

signs and signs expressing noncommercial views shall not exceed the following size 
limitations: 

 
Zoning District      Maximum Size of Sign Surface 
R-1 and R-2      Twelve (12) square feet 
V        Twenty four (24) square feet 
C and I       Forty eight (48) square feet 
BP-1  (Amendment effective date July 10, 2008) Thirty two (32) square feet 
 

B. All identification signs located at the entrance to residential subdivisions and developments 
shall be no more than sixteen (16) square feet per sign. 

 
Section 12.6 - Location Regulations 
 
A. No off-premise sign shall be permitted in R-1 and R-2 Districts. 
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B. No freestanding sign shall exceed the maximum height of the zoning district in which 
located, as measured from the ground to the top of the sign. 

 
C. Both sides of any freestanding or overhanging sign may be used as a sign. 
 
D. Before erecting any overhanging sign above a public right-of-way, the owner of the sign 

shall receive the written approval of the proper governmental agency having jurisdiction over 
the right-of-way.  An overhanging sign shall not project beyond the structure wall to which it 
is attached more than five (5) feet and shall be no less than fourteen (14) feet above the 
public right-of-way. 

 
E. Freestanding signs may be permitted in a front yard, provided the sign is located no less 

than ten (10) feet from the front lot line. 
 
F. No sign shall be placed at any location which obstructs the vision of drivers using a public or 

private street or alley or which obstructs the vision of drivers using any driveway, parking lot 
or other route providing ingress or egress to any premises. 

 
G. Not more than one (1) off-premise sign shall be allowed per five hundred (500) feet of road 

frontage or one (1) off-premise sign per lot, whichever allows more signs.  Off-premise signs 
located on properties adjacent to M-134 shall be subject to the size limitations of the zoning 
district in which located and shall be placed only after the owner obtains a permit from the 
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) under the Highway Advertising Act (PA 106 
of 1972), as amended. 

 
H. No sign shall be located in any street or road right-of-way in the Village. 
 
Section 12.7 - Sign Lighting 
 
The following regulations apply to all signs regardless of the zoning district in which they are 
located: 
 
A. Signs may be illuminated, provided the lighting is directed, shaded or designed so as not to 

interfere with vision of persons on adjacent highways, streets or properties and is not 
directed skyward so as to unnecessarily illuminate the night sky. 

 
B. Except for time and temperature signs, signs containing flashing, intermittent or moving 

lights are prohibited. 
 
C. For internally lighted signs, the sign background or field shall be opaque.  Letters, numerals, 

logos or similar message elements may be of a transparent material to permit the internal 
lighting to reveal the message or information on the sign surface. 

 
Section 12.8 - Temporary Signs 
 
The following regulations apply to all temporary signs regardless of the zoning district in which 
they are located: 
 
A. Portable signs shall be allowed for a maximum of thirty (30) days within any calendar year. 
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B. In the case of a special event, which occurs no more than one every six (6) months and 
lasts for a period not to exceed twenty one (21) consecutive days, advertising devices, such 
as banners, balloons, flags, pennants, pinwheels, searchlights or other devices with similar 
characteristics are permitted for a period of not more than seven (7) days prior to the special 
event and not more than one (1) day after the completion of the special event. 

 
C. In the case of a special event lasting no more than seven (7) consecutive days that occurs 

periodically throughout the year, at the same times, and for the same duration, advertising 
devices, such as banners, balloons, flags, pennants, pinwheels, searchlights or other 
devices with similar characteristics are permitted for a period of not more than seventy two 
(72) hours prior to the special event and not more than twelve (12) hours after the 
completion of the special event. 

 
D. Signs advertising sales such as garage, estate, auction, moving and yard sales, which last 

no more than seven (7) consecutive days, shall be permitted no more than forty eight (48) 
hours prior to the sale, provided the signs are removed immediately after the sale. 

 
E. Political signs shall be removed within five (5) days after the election to which they apply. 
 
Section 12.9 - Sign Maintenance 
 
A property owner may maintain or improve an existing conforming sign without a sign permit, 
provided the type, size, shape, height and use remains the same. 
 
Section 12.10 - Non-conforming Signs 
 
Any sign lawfully in existence prior to the enactment of this Ordinance, which does not meet the 
requirements of this Article, may continue in use as a non-conforming sign.  The maintenance, 
reconstruction, alteration, discontinuance or change in a non-conforming sign shall be governed 
by Article 6 of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 12.11 - Variances 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the power to authorize, upon an appeal, specific 
variances from the requirements of this Article. The request for a variance from the 
requirements of this Article shall be governed by the rules and procedures relating to variances 
contained in Section 14.4. 
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ARTICLE 13 
TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS, ALTERNATIVE TOWER STRUCTURES 

 AND ANTENNAS 
 
 
Section 13.1 - Purpose and Intent 
 
The purpose and intent of this Article is to establish general guidelines for the location of 
wireless telecommunication towers, alternative tower structures and antennas.  The Village 
recognizes that it is in the public interest to permit the location of wireless telecommunication 
towers, alternative tower structures and antennas within the Village.  The Village also 
recognizes the need to protect the scenic beauty of the community from unnecessary and 
unreasonable visual interference, and that wireless telecommunication towers, alternative tower 
structures and antennas may have negative aesthetic impacts upon adjoining and neighboring 
uses.  As such, this Ordinance seeks to: 

 
• Protect residential areas from potential adverse impact of towers and antennas; 
• Encourage the location of towers in nonresidential areas; 
• Minimize the total number of towers throughout the community; 
• Encourage the joint use of new and existing tower sites rather than the construction of 

additional towers; 
• Encourage developers of towers and antennas to configure them in a way that minimizes 

their adverse visual impact; 
• Enhance the ability of providers of telecommunication services to provide such services to 

the community quickly, effectively, and efficiently; 
• Consider the public health and safety of telecommunication towers and alternative tower 

structures; and 
• Avoid potential damage to adjacent property from tower failure. 
 
Section 13.2 - Application Requirements 
 
The following information shall be provided in support of an application to construct a wireless 
telecommunication tower: 
 
A. Certification from a Michigan licensed professional engineer as to the manner in which the 

proposed wireless telecommunication tower is designed to collapse. 
 
B. A map depicting the existing and known proposed location of wireless telecommunication 

facilities, including wireless telecommunication antenna attached to alternative tower 
structures, within two and one-half (2 ½) miles surrounding the Village as well as within the 
proposed service area radius. 

 
C. The name, address and telephone number of the person to contact regarding site 

maintenance or other notification purposes.  The tower owner shall periodically update this 
information. 

 
D. A statement indicating the applicant's intent to allow the co-location of other antenna, 

provided that the cost of modifying the existing tower is borne by the co-locating entity and 
reasonable compensation is paid by the co-locating entity. 

 

Page 56 of 91



DET288001G 13-2

Section 13.3 - Evidentiary Requirements 
 
The applicant must demonstrate that no existing tower, alternative tower structure or alternative 
technology not requiring the use of towers or alternative tower structures can accommodate the 
applicant's proposed antenna.  An applicant shall submit information requested by the Planning 
Commission related to the availability of suitable existing towers, other alternative towers or 
alternative technology.  Evidence submitted to demonstrate that no existing tower, alternate 
tower structure or alternative technology can accommodate the applicant's proposed antenna 
may consist of any of the following: 
 
A. No existing towers or alternative tower structures are located within the geographic area 

which meet applicant's engineering requirements. 
 
B. Existing towers or alternative tower structures are not of sufficient height to meet applicant's 

engineering requirements. 
 
C. Existing towers or alternative tower structures do not have sufficient structural strength to 

support applicant's proposed antenna and related equipment. 
 
D. The applicant's proposed antenna would cause electromagnetic interference with the 

antenna on the existing towers or alternative tower structures, or the antenna on the existing 
towers or alternative tower structures would cause interference with the applicant's 
proposed antenna. 

 
E. The fees, costs, or contractual provisions required by the owner in order to share an existing 

tower or alternative tower structure or to adapt an existing tower or alternative tower 
structure for sharing are unreasonable.  Costs exceeding new tower development are 
presumed to be unreasonable. 

 
F. The applicant demonstrates that there are other limiting factors that render existing towers 

and structures unsuitable. 
 
G. The applicant demonstrates that an alternative technology that does not require the use of 

towers or alternative tower structures, such as a cable microcell network using multiple low-
powered transmitters/receivers attached to a wireline system, is unsuitable.  Costs of 
alternative technology that exceed new tower or antenna development shall not be 
presumed to render the technology unsuitable. 

 
Section 13.4 - Setbacks 
 
The following setback requirements shall apply to all towers for which a special use permit is 
required: 
 
A. Towers must be set back a distance equal to at least one hundred percent (100%) of the 

height of the tower from any adjoining lot line. 
 
B. Guys and accessory buildings must satisfy the minimum zoning district setback 

requirements. 
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Section 13.5 - Security Fencing 
 
Towers and attendant accessory structures shall be enclosed by security fencing not less than 
six feet (6') in height and shall also be equipped with an appropriate anti-climbing device. 
 
Section 13.6 - State or Federal Requirements 
 
The applicant must demonstrate that any proposed tower meets or exceeds current standards 
and regulations of the FAA, the FCC, and any other agency of the state or federal government 
with the authority to regulate towers and antennas.  If such standards and regulations are 
changed, then the owners of the towers and antennas governed by this Ordinance shall bring 
such towers and antennas into compliance with such revised standards and regulations within 
six (6) months of the effective date of such standards and regulations, unless a different 
compliance schedule is mandated by the controlling state or federal agency.  Failure to bring 
towers and antennas into compliance with such revised standards and regulations shall 
constitute grounds for the removal of the tower or antenna at the owner's expense. 
 
Section 13.7 - Aesthetics 
 
Towers and antennas shall meet the following requirements: 
 
A. Towers shall either maintain a galvanized steel finish or, subject to any applicable standards 

of the FAA, be painted a neutral color so as to reduce visual obtrusiveness. 
 
B. At a tower site, the design of the buildings and related structures shall, to the extent 

possible, use materials, colors, textures, screening, and landscaping that will blend them 
into the natural setting and surrounding buildings. 

 
C. If an antenna is installed on a structure other than a tower, the antenna and supporting 

electrical and mechanical equipment must be of a neutral color that is identical to, or closely 
compatible with, the color of the supporting structure so as to make the antenna and related 
equipment as visually unobtrusive as possible. 

 
D. Where a feasible alternative exists, towers, alternative tower structures and supporting 

structures shall not utilize a power source which generates noise able to be heard by a 
person with normal hearing ability at adjoining property lines or public property. However, 
this subsection shall not be construed as limiting the use of temporary generators or similar 
devices used to create power during periods of interruption of the primary power source. 

 
Section 13.8 - Lighting 
 
Towers shall not be artificially lighted, unless required by the FAA or other applicable authority.  
If lighting is required, the lighting alternatives and design chosen must cause the least 
disturbance to the surrounding views. 
 
Section 13.9 - Compliance with Codes 
 
Antenna and metal towers shall be grounded for protection against a direct strike by lightening 
and shall comply as to electrical connections and wiring and as to structural integrity with all 
applicable state and local building codes and the applicable standards for towers published by 
the Electronic Industries Association, as amended from time to time. 
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Section 13.10 - Interference with Residential Reception 
 
Towers shall be located so that they do not interfere with television and radio reception to 
neighboring residential areas. 
 
Section 13.11 - Signs 
 
No signs other than signs required pursuant to federal, state, or local law or ordinance shall be 
allowed on an antenna or tower. 
 
Section 13.12 - Spacing, Towers 
 
Towers shall be located no closer than one (1) mile from an existing telecommunication tower or 
alternative tower structure, as measured in a straight line between the base of the existing tower 
and the proposed base of the proposed tower. 
 
Section 13.13 - Spacing, Residences 
 
A tower shall not be located within two hundred feet (200') or three hundred percent (300%) of 
the height of the tower, whichever is greater, of a single family or multiple family dwelling unit, 
church, school, or other structure normally used and actually used for the congregation of 
persons.  Distance for the purpose of this subsection shall be measured from the base of the 
tower structure to the lot line of the single family or multiple family dwelling unit, church, school, 
or other structure normally used and actually used for the congregation of persons. 
 
Section 13.14 - Removal of Abandoned Antennas and Towers 
 
Any antenna or tower that is not operated for a continuous period of twelve (12) months shall be 
considered abandoned, and the owner of such antenna or tower shall remove the same within 
ninety (90) days of receipt of notice from the Village notifying the owner of such abandonment.  
Along with removal, the owner shall restore the site of the antenna or tower to its original 
condition prior to location of the antenna or tower subject to reasonable wear and tear.  Failure 
to remove an abandoned antenna or tower within ninety (90) day shall be grounds to remove 
the tower or antenna at the owner's expense.  If there are two or more users of a single tower, 
then this provision shall not become effective until all users cease using the tower.  The 
Planning Commission may require the applicant to file a bond equal to the reasonable cost of 
removing the tower, antenna, alternative tower structure or other supporting structure(s) as a 
condition of a special use permit given pursuant to this subsection. 
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ARTICLE 14 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
 
Section 14.0 - Purpose 
 
In order that the objectives of this Ordinance may be fully and equitably achieved, that a means 
be provided for competent interpretation of this Ordinance, that the health, safety and welfare of 
the public be secured, and that justice be done, there is hereby established a DeTour Village 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Section 14.1 - Creation, Membership, Terms of Office 
 
A. The DeTour Village Council shall appoint a Zoning Board of Appeals consisting of not less 

than five (5) members.  The members appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals shall serve 
for three (3) year terms.  Appointments of the initial members shall be for terms of one (1), 
two (2) and three (3) years, respectively, so as nearly as possible to provide for the 
appointment of an equal number of members each year.  After the initial appointments, each 
member shall hold office for the full three (3) year term. 

 
B. The DeTour Village Council may also appoint not more than two (2) alternate members to 

the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The alternate members shall serve for three (3) year terms; 
provided, however, that for the initial appointments one (1) alternate member shall serve a 
two (2) year term.  The alternate members shall be called on a rotating basis to sit as a 
regular member of the Zoning Board of Appeals in the absence of a regular member or 
when a regular member has abstained from participating in a case for reasons of conflict of 
interest.  The alternate member appointed to sit as a regular member shall serve in the case 
until a final decision has been made and shall have the same voting rights as a regular 
member of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
C. The DeTour Village Council shall remove any regular member or alternate member of the 

Zoning Board of Appeals for nonperformance of duty or misconduct in office upon written 
charges after public hearing. 

 
D. Decisions made by the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be forwarded to the appealing party, 

the Planning Commission, Village Council, and the Zoning Administrator.  (Amendment 
effective date September 1, 2006) 

 
Section 14.2 - Rules of Procedure 
 
A. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall adopt rules and regulations to ensure proper conduct of 

its meetings.  Copies of such regulations shall be made available to the public at the office 
of the Village Clerk. 

 
B. Meetings of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be open to the public and shall be held at the 

call of the Chair and at such times as the Zoning Board of Appeals may determine. 
 
C. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall act by resolution or motion.  The concurring vote of a 

majority of the members of the entire Zoning Board of Appeals shall be necessary to reverse 
an order, requirement, decision, or determination of the Zoning Administrator to decide in 
favor of an applicant on any matter upon which the Zoning Board of Appeals is required to 
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pass under this Ordinance, or to grant a dimensional variance under the Ordinance.  The 
concurring vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be 
necessary to grant a variance from uses of land permitted in this Ordinance. 

 
D. Records - Minutes shall be recorded of all proceedings which shall contain evidence and 

data relevant to every case considered together with the votes of the members and the final 
disposition of each case.  The grounds of every determination shall be stated.  Such 
minutes shall accompany and be attached to the standard forms required of persons 
appealing as part of the Zoning Board of Appeals permanent records.  Such minutes shall 
become a public record and as such be filed in the office of the Village Clerk.  A copy of the 
decision shall be sent promptly to the applicant and the Zoning Administrator. 

 
E. Secretary and Counsel - The Village Clerk shall be responsible for acting as secretary, or of 

providing secretarial services for the Zoning Board of Appeals, and all records of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals action shall be taken and recorded under his/her direction.  The Village 
attorney may be requested to attend any meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
Section 14.3 - Appeals 
 
A. Appeals to the Zoning Board of Appeals may be taken by any person aggrieved or by an 

officer or board of the Village. 
 
B. Time Limit - Any appeal from a ruling of the Zoning Administrator shall be made within thirty 

(30) days after receipt of the ruling.  The person making the appeal must file with the Zoning 
Administrator a signed notice of appeal specifying the grounds for the appeal.  The Zoning 
Administrator shall immediately transmit to the Zoning Board of Appeals all the papers 
concerning the case being appealed. 

 
C. Hearings - When a notice of appeal has been filed in proper form with the Zoning Board of 

Appeals, the Secretary shall place the request for appeal upon the calendar for hearing and 
shall send notice stating the time, place and object of the hearing to be served personally or 
by mail addressed to the parties making the request for appeal, at least fifteen (15) days 
prior to the date of the scheduled hearing.  Notice shall also be served personally or by mail 
to all persons to whom any real property within three hundred (300) feet of the premises in 
question is assessed and to occupants of all single and two (2) family dwellings within three 
hundred (300) feet.  If the tenant’s name is not known, the term occupant may be used. 

 
The Zoning Board of Appeals may recess such hearings from time to time; and, if the time 
and place of continued hearing be publicly announced at the adjournment, no further notice 
shall be required. 

 
D. Decisions - The Zoning Board of Appeals shall return a decision upon each case within sixty 

(60) days after a request or appeal has been filed with the Zoning Board of Appeals unless 
additional time is agreed upon with the parties concerned.  Decisions made by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals shall be forwarded, in writing, to the appealing party, Village Council, and 
the Zoning Administrator.  Effective date September 1, 2006) 

 
E. Representation - Any party may appear in person, by agent, or by attorney at a hearing 

considering his request or appeal. 
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Section 14.4 - Duties and Powers of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
A. Review – The Zoning Board of Appeals shall hear and decide appeals from any review, any 

order, requirement, interpretation, decision or determination made by the Zoning 
Administrator in the administration of this Ordinance. 

 
B. Interpretation - The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the power to: 

1. Hear and decide upon appeals for the interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance. 
2. Determine the precise location of the boundary lines between zoning districts when there 

is dissatisfaction with a decision on such subject made by the Zoning Administrator. 
 

C. Variances - The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the power to authorize, upon appeal, 
specific variances from such dimensional requirements as lot area and width regulation, 
building height and square foot regulations, yard width and depth regulations as specified in 
this Ordinance when all the basic conditions listed below are met, and a stake survey of the 
property in question is provided. 
1. Will not be contrary to the public interest or to the spirit and intent of this Ordinance; 
2. Will not cause any adverse effect to property in the vicinity or in the zoning district or the 

Village; 
3. Relates only to property that is under control of the applicant; 
4. Affects only property subject to exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions 

that do not generally apply to other property or uses in the vicinity; and 
5. Is one where the applicant did not create the hardship. 

 
D. In addition to the foregoing conditions, the following rules shall be applied in the granting of 

variances: 
1. In granting a variance the Zoning Board of Appeals may specify, in writing, to the 

applicant such conditions in connection with the granting that will, in its judgment, secure 
substantially the objectives of the regulations or provisions to which such variance 
applies.  The breach of any such condition shall automatically invalidate the variance 
granted. 

2. No application for a variance which has been denied wholly or in part by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals shall be resubmitted for a period of one (1) year from the date of the 
last denial, except on grounds of newly discovered evidence or proof of changed 
conditions found upon inspection by the Board of Appeals to be valid. 

3. Each variance granted shall become null and void unless the applicant has utilized the 
provisions of the variance within six (6) months after the variance has been granted. 

 
Section 14.5 - Stay of Proceedings 
 
An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from unless the Zoning 
Administrator certifies to the Zoning Board of Appeals after the notice of the appeal has been 
filed with him, that for reasons of facts stated in the certificate, a stay would, in his opinion, 
cause imminent peril to life or property, in which case proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise 
than by a restraining order which may be granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals or, on 
application, by the Circuit Court on notice to the officer from whom the appeal is taken and on 
due cause shown. 
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Section 14.6 - Appeals from Zoning Board of Appeals Decisions 
 
A person having an interest affected by a determination of the Zoning Board of Appeals may 
appeal to the Circuit Court.  Upon appeal, the Circuit Court shall review the record and decision 
of the Zoning Board of Appeals to insure that the decision: 
 
A. Complies with the constitution and laws of the state. 
 
B. Is based upon proper procedure. 
 
C. Is supported by competent material and substantial evidence on the record. 
 
D. Represents the reasonable exercise of discretion granted by law to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals. 
 
If the Court finds the record of the Zoning Board of Appeals inadequate to make the review 
required by this section, or that there is additional evidence which is material and with good 
reason was not presented to the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Court shall order further 
proceedings before the Zoning Board of Appeals on conditions which the Court considers 
proper.  The Zoning Board of Appeals may modify its findings and decision as a result of the 
new proceedings, or may affirm its original decision.  The supplementary record and decisions 
shall be filed with the Court. 
 
As a result of the review required by this Section, the Court may affirm, reverse or modify the 
decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
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ARTICLE 15 
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

 
 
Section 15.0 - Administration 
 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall be administered by the DeTour Village Council in 
accordance with the State of Michigan, Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, 
as amended.  (Amendment effective date July 10, 2008) 
 
The DeTour Village Council shall employ a Zoning Administrator to act as its officer and except 
as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator shall administer and enforce 
this Ordinance, including the receiving and processing of applications for zoning permits, special 
use permits, sign permits, appeals for variances or other matters the Zoning Board of Appeals 
or Planning Commission are required to decide.  The Administrator shall also be responsible for 
the inspection of premises, the issuance of zoning permits and institution of proceedings for the 
enforcement of the provision of this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Section 15.1 - Zoning Permits 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to commence excavation for any building or structure, or to 
commence the erection, addition, alteration or repair of any building or structure, or to move or 
raze any building or structure; and no land use shall be commenced until a zoning permit has 
been secured from the Zoning Administrator.  Except upon a written order of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals, no such zoning permit or certificate of occupancy shall be issued for any building 
where the construction, addition, alteration or use thereof would be in violation of any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance.  Exempted from the permit requirements are exterior alterations 
and ordinary maintenance repairs which do not require a building, mechanical, electrical or 
plumbing permits and accessory buildings with a floor space of one hundred (100) square feet 
or less. 
 
Section 15.2 - Zoning Permit Application 
 
A. Application for a zoning permit shall be filed in writing with the Zoning Administrator and 

shall be signed by the person, firm, partnership or corporation requesting the permit or by 
the duly authorized agent of such person, firm, partnership or corporation.  The applicant 
shall submit three (3) copies of the site plan according to Article 7, if required, or for single-
family and two-family dwellings one (1) copy of a plot plan, giving accurate dimension on a 
scale drawing.  Plot plans for single-family and two-family dwellings shall contain the 
following information: 
1. Existing and intended use of the structure. 
2. Lines and dimensions of the lot or lots to be used. 
3. Location upon the lot of all existing and proposed structures and any streets bordering 

the property. 
 
B Application for zoning permits under the provision of this Ordinance shall be accompanied 

by evidence of ownership of all property affected by the coverage of the permit, evidence 
that all required federal, state and county licenses or permits have been acquired or that 
applications have been filed for them, and any other information with respect to the 
proposed structure, use, lot and adjoining property as may be required by the Zoning 
Administrator. 
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C. Written approval from the Chippewa County Health Department for the water supply and 
sewage disposal facilities, as required in Section 5.13 of this Ordinance, shall accompany 
the application for a zoning permit, if public water and sewer are not provided. 

 
D. In cases of minor alterations, the Zoning Administrator may waive portions of the foregoing 

requirements obviously not necessary for determination of compliance with this Ordinance. 
 
E. Any permit required by this Ordinance shall be displayed face out, within twenty-four (24) 

hours of its issuance by placing the permit in a conspicuous place on the premises facing 
the nearest street and shall be continuously so displayed until all work is completed. 

 
Section 15.3 - Posting of Financial Guarantee 
 
The Village is empowered to require a performance bond, letter of credit or certified check in an 
amount equal to the estimated cost of road, lighting, utility, sidewalk, landscaping and drainage 
improvements associated with the project.  Such performance guarantee shall be deposited with 
the Village Clerk at the time of the issuance of the permit authorizing the activity or project to 
insure faithful completion of the improvements indicated with the approved site plan; if not, the 
performance guarantee shall be forfeited.  The Village shall rebate a proportional share of cash 
deposits only when requested by the depositor, based on the percent of improvement 
completed, as attested to by the depositor and verified by the Zoning Administrator.  In cases 
where provisions of this Ordinance have not been met, the amount of the performance 
guarantee shall be used by the Village to complete the required improvements; and the balance, 
if any, shall be returned to the applicant. 
 
Section 15.4 - Fees 
 
A. To assist in defraying the costs of investigating, reviewing, and administering zoning 

applications, appeals, rezoning requests from individual property owners, and other types of 
decisions which result in extra costs to the Village, the Village Council may from time to time 
adopt by resolution a fee schedule establishing basic zoning fees related to the following: 
1. Zoning permits. 
2. Special use permits. 
3. Appeals to or requests for interpretations by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Appeals and 

requests for interpretations initiated by the Village Council, the Planning Commission, or 
the Zoning Administrator shall not be subject to a zoning fee. 

4. Classification of unlisted property uses. 
5. Requests for variances from the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
6. Requests for rezoning of property by individual property owners or amendments to the 

Zoning Ordinance text.  Rezoning of property or text amendments initiated by the Village 
Council, the Planning Commission, or the Zoning Administrator shall not be subject to a 
zoning fee. 

7. Site plan reviews. 
8. Requests for planned unit development (PUD). 
9. Any other discretionary decisions by the Planning Commission or Zoning Board of 

Appeals. 
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The amount of these zoning fees shall cover the costs associated with the review of the 
application or appeal, including but not limited to the costs associated with conducting public 
hearings, publishing notices in the newspaper, sending required notices to property owners, 
postage, photocopying, mileage, time spent by zoning staff, and time spent by the members 
of the Planning Commission and/or Zoning Board of Appeals.  The basic zoning fees shall 
be paid before any application required under this Ordinance is processed.  The basic 
zoning fees are non-refundable, even when the applicant withdraws an application or 
appeal. 

 
B. If the Planning Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals determines that the basic zoning 

fees will not cover the actual costs of the application review or appeal, or if the Planning 
Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals determines that review of the application and/or 
participation in the review process or appeal by qualified professional planners, engineers, 
attorneys, or other professionals is necessary, then the applicant shall deposit with the 
Village Clerk such additional zoning fees in an amount determined by the Planning 
Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals equal to the estimated additional costs.  The 
additional zoning fees shall be held in escrow in the applicant's name and shall be used 
solely to pay these additional costs.  If the amount held in escrow becomes less than ten 
percent (10%) of the initial escrow deposit or less than ten percent (10%) of the latest 
additional escrow deposit and review of the application or decision on the appeal is not 
completed, then the Planning Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals may require the 
applicant to deposit additional fees into escrow in an amount determined by the Planning 
Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals to be equal to the estimated costs to complete the 
review or decide the appeal.  Failure of the applicant to make any escrow deposit required 
under this Ordinance shall be deemed to make the application incomplete or the appeal 
procedurally defective thereby justifying the denial of the application or the dismissal of the 
appeal.  Any unexpended funds held in escrow shall be returned to the applicant following 
final action on the application or the final decision on the appeal.  Any actual costs incurred 
by the Village in excess of the amount held in escrow shall be billed to the applicant and 
shall be paid by the applicant prior to the issuance of any permit or the release of a final 
decision on an appeal. 

 
Section 15.5 - Amendments 
 
Amendments or supplements to this Zoning Ordinance may be made from time to time in the 
manner provided by law. 
 
A. The regulations and provisions stated in the text of this Ordinance and the boundaries of 

zoning districts shown on the zoning map may be amended, supplemented or changed by 
ordinance of the DeTour Village Council. 

 
B. Proposals for amendments, supplements or changes may be initiated by the Planning 

Commission on its own motion or by petition of one (1) or more members of the property to 
be affected by the proposed amendment. 

 
C. The procedure to be followed for initiating and processing an amendment by petition shall 

be as follows: 
1. Each petition by one (1) or more persons for an amendment shall be submitted by 

application to the Zoning Administrator on a standard form provided and shall be 
accompanied by the fee prescribed to cover administrative and publication costs. 
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2. The Planning Commission shall consider each proposal for amendment in terms of its 
own judgment on particular factors related to the individual proposal and in terms of the 
most likely effect on the community’s physical development.  The Planning Commission 
may recommend any additions or modifications to the original amendment proposal. 

3. After deliberation of any proposed amendment, the Planning Commission shall conduct 
at least one (1) public hearing.  Notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given 
by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the Village.  Notice shall be 
printed not less than fifteen (15) days before the date of such hearing.  Not less than 
fifteen (15) days notice of the time and place of the hearing shall also be given by 
registered mail to each public utility company operating within the zoning districts 
affected that registers its name and mailing address with the Village Clerk for the 
purpose of receiving the notice.  The notices shall include the places and times at which 
the tentative text and any map of the zoning amendment may be examined. 

4. Following the public hearing, the Planning Commission shall consider the testimony 
taken at the public hearing and its own findings, and shall make a determination as to its 
decision.  Thereafter at any regular meeting or at any special meeting the Village 
Council may ordain and enact into law the proposed amendment to the DeTour Zoning 
Ordinance. 

5. In case a protest against a proposed amendment, supplement or change is presented, 
duly signed by the owners of twenty percent (20%) or more of the property proposed to 
be altered, or by owners of twenty percent (20%) or more of the property within one 
hundred (100) feet from any point of the boundary of the land included in the proposed 
amendment, such amendment shall not be passed except by a three-quarters (3/4) vote 
of the Village Council. 

6. No application for a rezoning which has been denied by the Village Council shall be 
resubmitted for a period of one (1) year from the date of the last denial, except on 
grounds of newly discovered evidence or proof of changed conditions found upon 
inspection by the Village Council to be valid. 

 
D. The Village Council shall have the power to revoke or cancel the change of zone affected for 

any failure or neglect to comply with any provisions of this Ordinance, or in case any false 
statement or misrepresentation is made in any petition, application, specification, plan or 
sketch submitted or filed pertaining to rezoning proceedings, or for failure to carry out any 
provisions of such application, petition, specification, plan, sketch, condition, or provision on 
which such amendment was granted. 

 
E. Following adoption of amendments to this Ordinance, one (1) notice of adoption shall be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Village within fifteen (15) days after 
adoption. 

 
F. Amendments to this Ordinance shall become effective upon the expiration of seven (7) days 

following publication of adoption notice or at such later date after publication as may be 
specified by Village Council.  (Amendment effective date July 10, 2008) 

 
Section 15.6 - Violations 
 
Buildings and structures erected, altered, enlarged, moved, converted or razed, or any use of 
land not in compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be in 
violation of the Ordinance.  The Zoning Administrator shall inspect each alleged violation and 
shall order correction in writing to the owner of the premises of all conditions found to be in 
violation. 
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Section 15.7 - Correction Period 
 
All violations shall be corrected within thirty (30) days following date of issuance of written notice 
to correct.  However, the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to extend the correction 
period to not more than an additional thirty (30) days under circumstances where he deems an 
extension is warranted. 
 
Section 15.8 - Penalties 
 
Any person, firm, corporation or association who violates, neglects, disobeys, omits, or refuses 
to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance, or any permit granted hereunder, or any lawful 
requirement of the Zoning Administrator, shall be punished for each offense, upon conviction, by 
a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500) and cost of prosecution, or by imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days, or by both fine and imprisonment, at the discretion 
of the court.  Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.  
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ARTICLE 16 
DEFINITIONS 

 
 
For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following terms and words are defined as follows: 
 
Accessory Building or Structure - A subordinate structure devoted to an accessory use and 
located on the same premises with a main structure.  An accessory structure attached to a main 
structure shall be considered part of the main structure. 
 
Accessory Use - A subordinate to the main use on a lot and used for purposes customarily 
incidental to those of the main use. 
 
Adult Foster Care Congregate Facility - A state licensed facility with approved capacity to 
receive more than twenty (20) adults to be provided with twenty four (24) hour care.  This 
definition is described under the Adult Foster Care Licensing Act, Public Act 218 of 1979, as 
amended. 
 
Adult Foster Care Home, Family - A private residence with approved capacity to receive six 
(6) or fewer adults to be provided with twenty four (24) hour care for five (5) or more days a 
week and for two (2) or more consecutive weeks.  A member of the household or an occupant 
of the residence shall hold the family adult foster care home license.  This definition is described 
under the Adult Foster Care Licensing Act, Public Act 218 of 1979, as amended. 
 
Adult Foster Care Home, Group - A state licensed facility with approved capacity to receive 
more than six (6) but not more than twenty (20) adults to be provided with twenty four (24) hour 
care.  This definition is described under the Adult Foster Care Licensing Act, Public Act 218 of 
1979, as amended. 
 
Alteration - Any change, addition, or modification in the construction of an existing structure. 
  
Alternative Tower Structure - Man-made trees, clock towers, bell steeples, light poles and 
other similar alternative-design mounting structures that camouflage or conceal the presence of 
antennas or towers. 
 
Antenna - Any exterior transmitting or receiving device mounted on a tower, building or 
structure and used in communications that radiate or capture electromagnetic waves, digital 
signals, analog signals, radio frequencies (excluding radar signals), wireless 
telecommunications signals or other communication signals.  
 
Apartment - A room or suite of rooms, including bath and culinary accommodations, in a 
multiple dwelling, intended or designed for use as a residence by a single family. 
 
Assisted Living Facility - A variety of living arrangements, such as (but not limited to) 
convalescent homes, nursing homes, adult foster care facilities, skilled nursing homes and 
independent living facilities. 
 
Automobile Repair - Any major activity involving the general repair, rebuilding, or 
reconditioning of motor vehicles or engines; collision device, such as body, frame, or fender 
straightening and repair; overall painting and vehicle rust-proofing; refinishing or steam 
cleaning. 
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Automobile Sales, New - An authorized dealership primarily for the sale of new vehicles but as 
an incidental use may include the sale of used vehicles, and having complete and enclosed 
facilities on the premises for the display, service, repair and sale of new vehicles and 
accessories. 
 
Automobile Sales, Used - An authorized dealership for the sale of used vehicles with 
completely enclosed office and sales facilities on the premises.  All related activities incidental to 
the sale of used vehicles such as minor repairing, servicing and restoring shall be performed 
within completely enclosed facilities. 
 
Basement - That portion of the building, which is partly underground, and which has more than 
fifty percent (50%) of its floor to ceiling height below grade. 
 
Bed and Breakfast Facility - A family occupied dwelling used and designed in such a manner 
that certain rooms in excess of those used by the family are rented to the transient public for 
compensation. 
 
Boarding House or Rooming House - A building other than a hotel where, for compensation 
and by pre-arrangement for definite periods, meals and lodging are provided for three (3) 
persons or more. 
 
Buffer Strip - A strip of land in a width as determined by the Planning Commission for the 
planting of shrubs and/or trees to serve as an obscuring screen in carrying out the requirements 
of this Ordinance. 
 
Building - A structure either temporary or permanent, having a roof supported by columns or 
walls. 
 
Building, Height of - The elevation measured from the average finished lot grade at the front of 
the building to the highest point of the roof. 
 
Building Inspector - The administrator of the building, housing, plumbing, electrical or other 
codes that have been adopted or may be adopted in the future by the Village or the County.  
 
Cabin - A detached building, which is used for seasonal occupancy, but not including motels. 
 
Cabin Court - One (1) or more cabins used for seasonal occupancy as dwelling or sleeping 
quarters for transients or tourists for a fee. 
 
Co-location - The use of a wireless telecommunication tower by more than one wireless 
telecommunication provider. 
 
Day-care Center - A facility other than a private residence which receives preschool or school 
age children for care.  A day-care center is further defined and regulated by the State of 
Michigan under Public Act 116 of 1973, as amended, being Section 722.112 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws. 
 
Day-care Home, Family - A facility regulated through a registration process and provides care 
for six (6) or fewer unrelated children in a residential dwelling.  A family day-care home is further 
defined and regulated by the State of Michigan under Public Act 116 of 1973, as amended, 
being Section 722.112 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
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Day-care Home, Group - A facility regulated through a licensing process and provides care for 
seven (7) to twelve (12) unrelated children in a residential dwelling.  A group day-care home is 
further defined and regulated by the State of Michigan under Public Act 116 of 1973, as 
amended, being Section 722.112 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
 
Districts - “Districts” as used herein is synonymous with the word “zones” or “zoning districts”. 
 
Dwelling - Any building, or portion thereof, which is designed or used exclusively for residential 
purposes, whether constructed on site or manufactured off site and complies with the following 
standards: 
 
A. It complies with the minimum square footage requirements of this Ordinance for the zoning 

district in which it is located. 
 
B. The dwelling is connected to a public sewer and water supply or has Chippewa County 

Health Department approval for on site septic and water systems. 
 
C. The dwelling contains a storage area in a basement located under the dwelling, in an attic 

area, in closet areas, or in a separate structure, which storage shall be equal to ten percent 
(10%) of the square footage of the dwelling or one hundred (100) square feet, whichever is 
less. 

 
D. The dwelling is aesthetically compatible in design and appearance with other residences in 

the vicinity, with a roof overhang of not less than six (6") inches on all sides, has not less 
than two (2) exterior doors with the second one (1) being in either the rear or side of the 
dwelling; and contains steps connected to the exterior door areas or to porches connected 
to the door areas where a difference in elevation requires the same. 

 
E. The dwelling contains no additions or rooms or other areas which are not constructed with 

similar quality workmanship as the original structure, including permanent attachment to the 
principal structure and construction of a foundation as required herein. 

 
F. The dwelling complies with all pertinent building and fire codes.  In the case of a mobile 

home, all construction and insulation within and connected to said mobile home shall be of a 
type and quality conforming to the “Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards” as 
promulgated by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and as from time 
to time such standards may be amended.  Additionally, all dwellings shall meet or exceed all 
applicable roof snow load and strength requirements. 

 
G. The foregoing standards shall not apply to a mobile home located in a licensed mobile home 

park except to the extent required by state or federal law or otherwise specifically required in 
this Ordinance pertaining to mobile home parks. 

 
H. All construction required herein may be commenced only after a building permit has been 

obtained from the Chippewa County Building Inspector. 
 
I. The foregoing shall not be construed to prohibit innovative design concepts involving such 

matters as solar energy, view, unique land contour, or relief from the common or standard 
designed home. 
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Dwelling, Multiple - A dwelling or group of dwellings on one (1) lot and in one (1) structure, 
containing separate living units for three (3) or more families, but not including resorts, cabin 
courts, motels or hotels. 
 
Dwelling, One-Family - A building or portion thereof, designed for permanent residential 
occupancy by one (1) family. 
 
Dwelling, Two-Family - A building or portion thereof, designed for permanent residential 
occupancy by two (2) families. 
 
Essential Services - The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities or 
municipal departments, commissions, or boards of underground or overhead gas, electrical, 
steam, water, or sewer transmission, distribution, collection, supply or disposal systems 
including poles, wires, mains, pipes, conduits, cables, hydrants, and other similar equipment 
and appurtenances necessary for such systems to furnish an adequate level of service.  
Telecommunication towers or facilities, alternative tower structures, and wireless 
communication antennas are not included within this definition. 
 
Family - 
 
A. One (1) or more persons related by blood or marriage occupying a dwelling unit and living 

as a single, nonprofit housekeeping unit. 
 
B. A collective number of individuals living together in one house under one head, whose 

relationship is of a permanent and distinct domestic character, as a single housekeeping 
unit.  This definition shall not include any society, club, fraternity, sorority, association, lodge, 
federation, group, or organization, which is not a recognized religious order, nor include a 
group of individuals whose association is temporary in character or nature. 

 
Gasoline Service Station - A place for the dispensing, sale or offering for sale of motor fuels 
directly to users of motor vehicles together with the sale of minor accessories and the servicing 
of and minor repair of motor vehicles. 
 
Grade - An average level of the finished surface of the ground adjacent to the exterior walls of 
the building or structure. 
 
Ground Floor Area - For the purpose of computing the minimum allowable ground floor area in 
a residential dwelling unit, the square footage of floor space measured from the exterior wall to 
exterior wall, but exclusive of areas of basements, unfinished attics, attached garages, or space 
for off-street parking, breezeways, enclosed and unenclosed porches, elevators, stair 
bulkheads, and accessory structures. 
 
Home Occupation - An occupation clearly incidental and secondary to the residential use of a 
dwelling, which does not alter the exterior appearance of the property or affect the residential 
character of the neighborhood.  
 
Hotel - A building in which transient lodging or boarding and lodging are offered to the public for 
compensation.  Boarding houses, bed and breakfast facilities and cabin courts are excluded. 
 
Inoperable Motor Vehicle - Any vehicle made to be propelled or operated by a motor or engine 
which is no longer in an operating condition, and which is useful only for parts. 
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Institutional or Public Uses - Churches, schools teaching academic subjects, hospitals, 
convalescent and nursing homes, adult foster care facilities, parks, civic centers, libraries and 
other governmental structures. 
 
Junk - For the purpose of this Ordinance, this term shall mean any motor vehicles, machinery, 
appliances, products or merchandise with missing parts or is inoperable; or scrap metals or 
materials that are damaged or deteriorated; or vehicles or machines in a condition which 
precludes their use for the purpose for which they were manufactured. 
 
Junkyard - The use of premises or building for storage or abandonment, keeping, collecting, 
bailing, of inoperable automobiles, trucks, tractors and other such vehicles and parts thereof, 
scrap building materials, scrap contractor's equipment, discarded household appliances, tanks, 
cases, barrels, boxes, piping, bottles, drums, glass, rags, machinery, scrap iron, paper and any 
other kind of scrap or waste material.  Junkyards include automobile wrecking yards, salvage 
yards and used material yards. 
 
Kennel, Commercial - An establishment licensed to operate a facility housing dogs, cats, or 
other household pets and where grooming, breeding, boarding, training or selling of animals is 
conducted as a business. 
 
Kennel, Private - Any building or land used for the care of dogs, cats or other household pets 
belonging to the owner of the principal use and kept for purposes of show, hunting or as pets. 
 
Light Manufacturing - A use engaged in the manufacture, predominantly from previously 
prepared materials, of finished products or parts, including processing, fabrication, assembly, 
treatment, packaging, incidental storage, sales, and distribution of such products. 
 
Lot - A parcel of land exclusive of any adjoining street, which is or may be occupied by one (1) 
main building or use and its accessories, including the open spaces required by this Ordinance.  
The word “lot” shall include plat or parcel. 
 
Lot, Corner - A lot which occupies the interior angle at the intersection to two (2) street lines 
which make an angle of less than one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees. 
 
Lot Coverage - The amount of a lot, stated in terms of percentage that is covered by all roofed 
buildings and other structures located thereon.  This shall be deemed to include all buildings, 
porches, arbors, breezeways, patio roofs and the like, but shall not include fences, walls or 
hedges used as fences, or swimming pools. 
 
Lot Depth - The distance between the front and rear lot lines measured in the mean direction of 
the side lot lines. 
 
Lot, Interior - A lot other than a corner lot. 
 
Lot Line - For the purpose of this Ordinance, a lot line is the boundary line between two (2) lots 
or the line between the properties of two (2) different owners: 
 
A. Front - In the case of an interior lot, the boundary line of the lot immediately adjacent to the 

street right-of-way upon which the lot fronts, in the case of a corner lot, the front lot line shall 
be the boundary line of the lot immediately adjacent to the street right-of-way on the side of 
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the lot which has the narrowest street frontage, and in the case of a waterfront lot, the 
boundary line of the lot immediately adjacent to the water’s edge. 

 
B. Rear - A lot line which is opposite and most distant from the front lot line and, in the case of 

an irregularly shaped lot, a line ten (10) feet in length within the lot, parallel to and at the 
maximum distance from the front lot line. 

 
C. Side - Any boundary line not a front lot line or a rear lot line. 
 
Lot of Record - A lot on record in the office of the Chippewa County Register of Deeds or which 
is part of a subdivision on record in said office. 
 
Lot, Through - A lot, other than a corner lot, having frontage on more than one (1) street. 
 
Lot Width - The distance between the side lot lines measured at right angles to the lot depth at 
a point midway between the front and rear lot lines. 
 
Mobile Home - A factory-built, single-family structure that is transportable in one or more 
sections, is built on a permanent chassis, and is used as a place of human habitation; but which 
is not constructed with a permanent hitch or other device allowing transport of the unit other 
than for the purpose of delivery to a permanent site, which does not have wheels or axles 
permanently attached to its body or frame, and which is constructed according to the National 
Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974. 
 
Mobile Home Park - A parcel of land which has been planned and improved for the placement 
of three (3) or more mobile homes for residential dwelling use, and is licensed by the State of 
Michigan. 
 
Motel - Groups of furnished rooms or separate structures providing sleeping and parking 
accommodations for transient tourist trade. 
 
Nonconforming Building - A building or a portion thereof, existing at the effective date of this 
Ordinance, or amendments thereto, and that does not conform to the provisions of this 
Ordinance relative to height, bulk, area or yards for the district in which it is located. 
 
Nonconforming Lot - Any lot which has less area and/or width, and which was a lot of record, 
on the effective date of this Ordinance, may be occupied by any use otherwise qualified in the 
Zoning District. 
 
Nonconforming Use - Any use, whether a building or other structure or a tract of land, which 
does not conform to the applicable use regulations for the district, either at the effective date of 
this Ordinance or as a result of a subsequent amendment thereto. 
 
Open Space - Land not used for any of the following: parking and loading spaces, road right-of-
ways, building coverage, sewage disposal areas, water-well houses, and related uses. 
 
Ordinary High Water Mark - Is defined as in the Michigan Inland Lakes and Stream Act to 
mean the line between upland and bottomland which persists through successive changes in 
water levels, below which the presence and action of the water is so common or recurrent that 
the character of the land is marked distinctly from the upland and is apparent in the soil itself, 
the configuration of the soil and the vegetation.  On an inland lake which has had a level 
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established by law, it means the high established level.  On a river or stream, the ordinary high 
water mark shall be the ten-year flood limit line.  On Lake Huron, the ordinary high water mark is 
set by Michigan’s Great Lakes Submerged Land Act at 581.5 feet above mean sea level, per 
international Great Lakes Datum of 1985. 
 
Owner - A person holding any legal, equitable, option or contract of interest in land. 
 
Park - Properties and facilities owned or operated by any governmental agency, or owned or 
operated by any private agency, which are open to the general public for recreational purposes. 
 
Persons - “Persons” includes any individual, political subdivision, estate, trust, or body of 
persons, whether incorporate or not, acting as a unit. 
 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) - A development to be planned and built as a unit and which 
permits upon review and approval, variation in many of the traditional controls related to density, 
land use, setbacks, open space and other design elements, and the timing and sequencing of 
the development. 
 
Principal or Main Use - The primary or predominant use of the premises. 
 
Public Place - Any real property or an appurtenance to the real property which is owned by this 
state, any municipality of this state, a public agency, or by a college or university in this state 
and may include a structure, enclosure, facility, or complex, including a court, mall, park, or 
other area, feature, or element; a public place shall also mean a business or an educational, 
refreshment, entertainment, recreation, health, or transportation facility, or institution of any kind, 
whether licensed or not, whose goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or 
accommodations are extended, offered, sold, or otherwise made available to the public. 
 
Recreational Vehicle - A vehicle designed to be used primarily for recreational purposes and 
includes temporary sleeping quarters and/or cooking facilities, or a unit designed to be attached 
to a vehicle and used for such purposes, including self-propelled motor homes, pickup campers, 
fifth wheel trailers, travel trailers, and tent trailers; PROVIDED, however, that any such vehicle 
or unit which is forty (40) feet or more in overall length shall be considered a mobile home and 
shall be subject to all regulations of this Ordinance applicable to a mobile home. 
 
Recreational Vehicle Park - Any site, lot, field or tract upon which five (5) or more occupied 
recreational vehicles are parked, either free of charge or for revenue purposes, including any 
building, structure, tent, vehicle or enclosure used or intended for use as part of the equipment 
of such recreational vehicle park; which site, lot, field or tract shall be licensed and regulated by 
the Michigan Department of Public Health. 
 
Religious Institution - A building wherein persons regularly assemble for religious worship and 
which is maintained and controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public worship, 
together with all accessory buildings and uses customarily associated with such primary 
buildings. 
 
Residential Care Facility - A governmental or non-governmental establishment having as its 
principal function the foster care for more than six (6) persons, including but not limited to, 
facilities for the homeless, parolees, ex-offenders, aged, emotionally disturbed, developmentally 
disabled or physically handicapped who require supervision on an on-going basis, but do not 
require continuous nursing care. 
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Right-of-Way - A street, alley or other thoroughfare or easement permanently established for 
passage of persons or vehicles. 
 
School - A public or private educational institution offering students a conventional academic 
curriculum, including kindergartens, elementary schools, middle schools, and high schools.  
Such term shall also include all adjacent properties owned by and used by such schools for 
educational, research, and recreational purposes. 
 
Sexually Oriented Business - A business or commercial enterprise engaging in any of the 
following: (1) adult arcade; (2) adult bookstore or adult video store; (3) adult cabaret; (4) adult 
motel; (5) adult motion picture theater; (6) adult theater; (7) escort agency; (8) nude model 
studio; and (9) sexual encounter center. 
 
Site Plan - A scale drawing which shows the location and dimensions of improvements upon a 
parcel of land, including, but not limited to, location and size of buildings, driveways, parking 
areas, landscaping, sidewalks, signs, sewage systems and drainage facilities, and 
environmental features. 
 
Story - That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and surface of the 
floor next above it, or if there be no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the 
ceiling next above it, and exclusive of any mezzanine, balcony or basement. 
 
Structure - Anything constructed, erected or to be moved to or from any premises which is 
permanently located above, on or below the ground, including signs and billboards. 
 
Telecommunication Towers and Facilities - All structures and accessory facilities, including 
Alternative Tower Structures, relating to the use of the radio frequency spectrum for the purpose 
of transmitting or receiving radio signals; including, but not limited to, radio towers, television 
towers, telephone devices and exchanges, microwave relay facilities, telephone transmission 
equipment buildings, private and commercial mobile radio service facilities, personal 
communication services towers (PCS), and cellular telephone towers.  Not included in this 
definition are:  citizen band radio facilities; short wave receiving facilities; radio and television 
broadcast reception facilities; satellite dishes; federally licensed amateur (HAM) radio facilities; 
and governmental facilities which are subject to state or federal law or regulations which 
preempt municipal regulatory authority. 
 
Yard - An open space on the same lot with a building unoccupied and unobstructed from the 
ground upward, except as otherwise provided herein.  The measurement of a yard shall be 
construed as the minimum horizontal distance between the lot line and the building or structure. 
 
Yard, Front - A yard extending across the front of the lot between the side lot lines and 
measured between the front line of the lot and the nearest point of the building.  In the case of a 
waterfront lot, the front yard shall be the area that lies between the ordinary high water mark 
and the front line of the principal building excluding steps and unenclosed porches. 
 
Yard, Rear - A yard extending across the rear of the lot between the side lot lines and being the 
minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and the rear of the main building or any 
projections other than steps, unenclosed balconies or unenclosed porches.  On the corner lots, 
the rear yard shall be considered as parallel to the street upon which the lot has its least 
dimension.  On both corner lots and interior lots, the rear yard shall in all cases be at the 
opposite end of the lot from the front yard. 
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Yard, Side - A yard between the side lot line and the nearest side line of the building and 
extending from the rear line of the building to the front line of the building. 
 
Zoning Administrator - The administrator of this Ordinance, appointed by the DeTour Village 
Council. 
 
Zoning Permit - A standard form issued by the Zoning Administrator upon application and 
declaration by the owner or his duly authorized agent regarding proposed construction and use 
of land and building and structures thereon granting approval for the construction or use applied 
for. 
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ARTICLE 17 
SEVERABILITY, INTERPRETATION, ADOPTION and EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
 

Section 17.0 - Severability 
 
Should any section, clause or provision of this Ordinance be declared by the court to be invalid, 
the same shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, other than 
the part so declared to be invalid. 
 
Section 17.1 - Interpretation and Conflict 
 
In interpreting and applying the provisions of this Ordinance, the provisions shall be held to be 
the minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public safety, health, convenience, 
comfort, prosperity and general welfare.  It is not the intent of this Ordinance to interfere with, 
abrogate or annul any easements, covenants or other agreements between parties, provided, 
however, that where this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of a building or 
land than existing easements, covenants or other agreements, the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall govern or control.  Whenever the requirements of this Ordinance differ from the 
requirements of other lawfully adopted rules, regulations or ordinances, the most restrictive, or 
that imposing the higher standards, shall govern. 
 
Section 17.2 - Adoption, Publication and Effective Date 
 
A. A public hearing was held before the Planning Commission on December 20, 2000, and this 

Ordinance was adopted by the DeTour Village Council at a regular meeting on January 15, 
2000. 

 
B. Notice of adoption was published in a newspaper having general circulation in DeTour 

Village on January 25, 2001. 
 
C. This Ordinance shall become effective on September 1, 2001. 
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APPENDIX A 
RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO 

SITE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS 
 
 
Section A.0 - Religious Institutions 
 
A. Minimum lot area - two (2) acres; 
 
B. Minimum lot width - one hundred fifty (150) feet; 
 
C. For every one (1) foot of height (excluding spire) above the maximum building height 

allowable for the district in which the church is located, an additional one (1) foot setback on 
all sides of the main structure is recommended; and 

 
D. Proper vehicular ingress, egress and off-street parking recommendations are found in 

Appendix B. 
 
Section A.1 - Commercial and Industrial Uses 
 
Recommended location for the outside storage of trash and/or garbage is in the rear or side 
yards, screened from view, and vehicular access to such storage is to be maintained. 
 
Section A.2 - Commercial Kennels and Animal Hospitals 
 
A. All kennels and animal hospitals are to be operated in conformity with all pertinent county 

and state regulations; 
 
B. Recommended location of buildings where animals are kept, animal runs and/or exercise 

areas is no closer than two hundred fifty (250) feet of any occupied dwelling or any adjacent 
building used by the public, and not to be located in any required setback areas; and 

 
C. The Planning Commission upon review of the special permit request may require planted 

noise barriers. 
 
Section A.3 - Extractive Industries 
 
A. Buildings and appurtenances, such as mechanical equipment, stacks and towers, are 

subject to such height requirements as stipulated by the Planning Commission. 
 
B. The operator may be required to  provide the following: 

1. Construct a berm of topsoil to adequately protect the site from view of neighboring 
property owners or adjacent roadway traffic.  Recommended height of the berm is not 
less than (5) feet and should include gates at all access points, which should be kept 
locked when operations are not in progress. 

2. Where an extractive site is less than three hundred (300) feet from an occupied 
structure, the Planning Commission may (in addition to the berm) require the erection of 
a fence, no less than four (4) feet in height, complete with gates which should remain 
locked when operations are not in progress. 

3. Any roads used for the purpose of ingress and egress to the extractive site that abuts a 
paved road and which is located within three hundred (300) feet of occupied structures, 
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is recommended to be kept free of dust by hard topping with cement, bituminous 
substance, or chemical treatment. 

4. The slopes of the banks of the extractive site are recommended not to exceed one (1) 
foot horizontal to one (1) foot vertical, and where ponding water results from operation, 
the slopes of the banks are recommended not to exceed three (3) foot horizontal to one 
(1) foot vertical.  This slope must be maintained and extended into the water to a depth 
of not less than five (5) feet. 

5. Where extractive operations result in a body of water, the operator should place 
appropriate “KEEP OUT DANGER” signs around said premises not more than two 
hundred (200) feet apart. 

6. No cut or extraction should be made closer than fifty (50) feet from any property line or 
road right-of-way line, except during the reclamation process, provided, however, that 
the Planning Commission may prescribe stricter requirements in order to give sub-lateral 
support to surrounding property where soil or geographic conditions warrant. 

7. The Planning Commission may require such other performance standards where, 
because of peculiar conditions, they deem it necessary for the protection of health, 
safety, and well being of the inhabitants of the Village. 

 
C. Site Rehabilitation Requirements: Within one (1) year following termination of extractive 

operations, all excavated overburden, berms or other materials extending above the natural 
surfaces (the surface of the ground existing prior to commencement of the operation) should 
be leveled or removed, and the surface of the entire parcel restored to a usable condition for 
development or agriculture.  The excavated area should be graded so that no gradients in 
disturbed earth are steeper than one (1) foot of rise in three (3) feet of horizontal distance.  
The area so graded should be seeded with an appropriate grass type to minimize soil 
erosion. 

 
D. Mining Operations Plan Map: All activities undertaken should comply with a general Mining 

Operations Plan, which should be submitted at the time of special permit application.  This 
plan should include the proposals and timetables for reclamation of the mining area. 

 
E. In addition to the above requirements, the Planning Commission may consider the following: 

1. The size of the property from which topsoil, sand, gravel, or similar materials are to be 
removed. 

2. The amount of topsoil, sand, gravel, or similar materials to be removed. 
3. The purpose of such removal. 
4. The effect of such removal in causing a safety hazard, creating erosion problems, or 

altering the groundwater table. 
5. The potential for such removal to create sand blows, stagnant water pools or swampy 

areas. 
6. The effect of such removal on the environment and the natural topography and the 

potential destruction of any natural resource. 
7. Potential traffic congestion and problems because of trucks or other vehicles utilized to 

haul and transport the materials removed. 
 
Section A.4 - Outdoor Recreational Uses 
 
A. A minimum lot area - three (3) acres. 
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B. Parking areas setback – minimum of thirty (30) feet from all property lines and street rights-
of-way.  A buffer strip may be required if parking is located less than fifty (50) feet from a 
property line. 

 
C. Front yard building setbacks - minimum of one hundred (100) feet and no building or use 

other than parking to be located within fifty (50) feet of any side or rear property line. 
 
Section A.5 - Truck Freight Terminals and Yards, Public Utility and Private Contractor     

Storage and Service Yards 
 
The above uses in association with special services requiring bases of operation and outdoor 
storage of equipment and materials, excluding the major repair of equipment may require the 
following:  
 
A. A minimum lot size - three (3) acres. 
 
B. The minimum setback for uses and structures other than employee and customer parking -  

fifty (50) feet from the street right-of-way and thirty-five (35) feet from side or rear property 
lines. 

 
C. A buffer strip may be required along all property lines. 
 
D. Repair of vehicles is recommended to be conducted within a totally enclosed building. 
 
E. The storage of vehicle parts or inoperable vehicles is recommended to be conducted within 

an enclosed building. 
 
F. Except for visitor parking, operable vehicle parking and storage is recommended to be 

within a fenced area. 
 
Section A.6 - Gasoline Service Stations, Auto Repair Shops, Garages and Car Washes 
 
No subject facility existing on the effective date of this Ordinance may be altered so as to 
provide a lesser degree of conformance with the provisions of this section than existed on said 
date. 
 
A. All repair, lubrication and service work are recommended to be conducted within an 

enclosed building. 
 
B. All storage and display of equipment, materials and merchandise, with the exception of fuel 

should be within the building. 
 
C. All outside storage areas for trash, used tires, auto parts and similar items should be 

enclosed by a six (6) foot high solid wall or fence. 
 
D. The storage of automobiles, trucks or trailers for a period in excess of seventy-two (72) 

hours, or the sale or rental thereof, is expressly prohibited without specific approval as part 
of the special use approval. 

 
E. Vacuuming activities should be at least fifty (50) feet from any adjoining property line. 
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F. No vehicle wash establishment should allow patrons to extend lines of vehicles off the 
premises. 

 
G. All washing activities are recommended to be within a building. 
 
H. No more than two (2) curb cuts are recommended to provide ingress and egress. 
 
Section A.7 - New and Used Car Sales and Rentals 
 
A. All outdoor vehicle display areas are recommended to be of an improved paved surface, 

unless specifically waived by the Planning Commission. 
 
B. Vehicle display or storage is not encouraged within areas required for visitor, employee or 

service parking. 
 
C. Vehicle service and repair should be conducted within an enclosed building. 
 
Section A.8 - Public and Semi-Public Institutional Uses 
 
A Only the following land and/or structure uses may be permitted under the provisions of this 

section: 
1. Institutions for human care including hospitals, clinics, sanitariums for the treatment of 

human ailments, nursing or convalescence homes, adult foster care congregate 
facilities, assisted living facilities, homes for the aged, philanthropic and charitable 
institutions and halfway houses.  All institutions shall be licensed in accordance with the 
appropriate Michigan law (s). 

2. Educational and social institutions including public and private day care centers, 
elementary schools, high schools and institutions for higher education. 

3. Community and governmental buildings. 
4. Cemeteries. 

 
B. A special use permit for institutional structures and uses may be required to comply with the 

following site development standards: 
1. Minimum site size: 3 acres 
2. Minimum frontage: 250 feet 
3. Minimum setback requirements:  Front Setback:  75 feet, Side Setback:  50 feet, Rear 

Setback:  50 feet 
4. Maximum lot coverage: 30 percent 
5. Maximum height: 35 feet 

 
Section A.9 - Plant or Landscape Nurseries 
 
A. Storage or display area shall meet all applicable yard setbacks and parking requirements 

stated in this Ordinance; 
 
B. Organic plant food, soil or fertilizer shall be sufficiently packed or stored so as not to create 

adverse health effects or odors for neighboring property owners; 
 
C. An office and/or storage building may be constructed or placed on the premises.  Such 

building shall conform to all applicable yard setback and floor area requirements; 
1. Minimum lot size shall be one (1) acre; 
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2. The premises may be surrounded by fencing or screening; and 
3. Off-street loading and parking facilities are to be based on the recommendations of 

Appendix B. 
 
Section A.10 - Mobile Home Parks 
 
A. Purpose:  The purpose of these recommendations is to provide for a stable and sound 

environment for mobile home residential development at a high density.  There is no 
intention to promote, by these recommendations, an area of lower quality and desirability 
than the other residential districts, although a higher density is permitted. 

 
B. Use Regulations:  The location of three (3) or more mobile homes on one parcel be 

developed pursuant to the requirements of The Mobile Home Commission Act, Public Act 96 
of the State of Michigan, 1987, and shall be licensed by the State of Michigan according to 
the Act; may be subject to the following recommendations. 
1. Internal roads in mobile home parks should have access to a public thoroughfare or be 

connected to such road by a permanent easement, should be paved, and should follow 
additional requirements of Manufactured Housing Commission Rules.  Each home site 
should be provided with two (2) parking spaces.  A minimum of one (1) additional 
parking space for every three (3) home sites for visitor parking should be provided within 
five hundred (500) feet of the home sites.  Additional parking requirements per 
Manufactured Housing Commission Rules shall be followed. 

2. The layout of the mobile home park and included facilities shall be in accordance with 
acceptable planning and engineering practices and shall provide for the convenience, 
health, safety and welfare of the residents, as required by the Manufactured Housing 
Commission Rules. 

3. An obscuring wall, fence or landscape screen not less than four (4) nor more than six (6) 
feet in height may be recommended on all sides of the mobile home park, with the 
exception of that portion providing ingress and egress to the development. 

4. Units shall be attached to a Michigan Manufactured Housing Commission approved 
foundation or basement and anchoring system, and shall be installed according to 
manufacturer’s setup instructions. 

5. Mobile homes shall be placed in such a manner as to provide minimum safe distance on 
all sides from neighboring units and other structures, according to the Manufactured 
Housing Commission Rules. 

6. Recreation and/or open space : 
a. A mobile home park that contains fifty (50) or more home sites shall have not less 

than two percent (2%) of the development’s gross acreage designated as open 
space, but not less than twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet. Such area 
(including accompanying equipment) shall be developed and maintained by the 
management to provide safe and healthful recreation for residents of the 
development. 

b. Any yard areas and open spaces shall be maintained in a clean, presentable 
condition at all times. 

 
C. Height Regulations:  No building shall exceed twenty-five (25) feet or two (2) stories in 

height, whichever is less. 
 
D. Area Regulations:  Each mobile home park shall contain a minimum land area of five (5) 

acres.  The minimum area for each mobile home site shall be five thousand (5,000) square 
feet with a minimum width of fifty (50') feet. 
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E. Floor Area Regulations:  Each dwelling unit in this zoning district shall have a minimum of
nine hundred sixty (960) square feet of usable ground floor area exclusive of porches, 
decks, patios, garages, attics and basements.  **SEE ATTACHED AMENDMENT**

Section A.11 - Bed and Breakfast Operations 

These recommendations are established to enable single family dwelling units to be used as 
bed and breakfast operations.  It is the intent of the Planning Commission to preserve the 
character of the residential district in which the operation is located.  A bed and breakfast 
operation is a subordinate use to a single-family dwelling unit and may subject to the following 
conditions: 

A. A bed and breakfast operation should be confined to the single-family dwelling unit, and the
operator should live on the premises when the operation is active.

B. The recommended number of rooms available for guests is limited to five (5).  Each
guestroom should be equipped with a separate functioning smoke detector alarm, and a fire
extinguisher in proper working order should be installed and maintained on every floor.
Guests should have access to lavatory and bathing facilities.

C. Two (2) off-street paved or graded parking spaces should be provided for the operator of the
bed and breakfast, plus one (1) parking space for each available guestroom and one (1) for
any non-resident employee.

D. The dwelling unit has no exterior evidence, other than one (1) non-illuminated permanently
installed sign not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in area, to indicate that the same is
being utilized for any purpose other than as a residence, and that the sign be in
conformance with the requirements of Article 12.

E. Breakfast may be served only to overnight guests, and in accordance with state and county
public health regulations regarding bed and breakfast facilities.

F. Any number of dwelling residents may assist with the bed and breakfast operation, but not
more than two (2) non-resident employees may be hired.

G. The bed and breakfast operation should produce no excessive noise, traffic, glare or other
nuisance that would be detrimental to the character of the neighborhood.

Section A.12 - Campgrounds and Recreational Vehicle Parks 

A. The campground or recreational vehicle park shall be licensed by the State of Michigan
under P.A. 368 of 1978, as amended, and shall be developed according to the rules and
regulations of the Act.

B. The minimum campground or recreational vehicle park area is recommended at five (5)
acres.

C. Each campsite shall have at least one thousand two hundred (1,200) square feet of area
available.
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D. The campground or recreational vehicle park shall provide direct vehicular access to a 
public street or road. 

 
E. Camping sites shall be located no closer than two hundred (200) feet from any residential 

use. 
 
F. The Planning Commission may require berms, fences, or landscape buffers to make it more 

compatible with adjacent land uses. 
 
G. The campground or recreational vehicle park shall provide at least one (1) public telephone. 
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APPENDIX B 
OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING AND UNLOADING RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 
Section B.0 - Off-Street Parking Recommendations 
 
This Appendix is written to include recommendations related to the storage and parking of motor 
vehicles in DeTour Village. 
 
A. Number of Spaces:  When units or measurements determining number of recommended 

parking spaces result in a fractional parking space, any fraction up to and including one-half 
(1/2) may be disregarded, and fractions over one-half (1/2) may suggest one (1) additional 
parking space. 

 
B. Double Count:  Off-street loading and unloading spaces as recommended in this Appendix 

shall not be included in the recommended number of off-street parking spaces. 
 
C. Parking Locations:  The off-street parking spaces recommended for residential dwellings shall 

be located behind the front setback line on the same lot or plot of ground as the dwellings 
they are intended to serve, and shall consist of a parking strip, parking apron, and/or garage.  
The off-street parking spaces recommended for nonresidential uses shall be located on the 
same lot as the building to be served or on other lots within five hundred (500) feet for uses 
within industrial districts and three hundred (300) feet for uses within all other zoning districts.  
Such distance shall be measured along lines of public access to the property between the 
nearest point of the parking space to the building to be served. 

 
D. General Condition:  In the case of a use not specifically mentioned, the recommendations for 

off-street parking spaces shall be the same as the off-street parking recommendations for a 
similar use that is mentioned. 

 
E. Parking Restriction:  It shall be unlawful to park or store any motor vehicle on private property 

without the consent of the owner or occupant of that private property. 
 
F. Existing Parking Lots:  Off-street parking existing on the effective date of this Ordinance which 

serves an existing building or use shall not be reduced in size less than that recommended 
under the terms of this Appendix. 

 
G. Joint Use:  Nothing in this Appendix shall prevent two (2) or more buildings or uses from 

sharing off-street parking spaces.  Any shared off-street parking spaces, however, shall not 
be less than the sum of the off-street parking recommended for each building or use, as 
specified in the Table of Parking Requirements contained in Section B.2. 

 
H. Off-Street Loading and Unloading:  On the same premises with every use involving the 

receipt or distribution of materials or merchandise, adequate space for standing, loading and 
unloading shall be provided and maintained in order to avoid undue interference with public 
use of streets and roadways.  Off-street loading and unloading spaces shall be a minimum of 
ten by fifty (10x50) feet with a clearance height of a minimum of fourteen (14) feet.  The 
number of spaces is recommended in the following ratio of spaces to gross floor area. 
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Gross Floor Area (in square feet) Number of Loading and Unloading 
Spaces Recommended 

0 – 1,400 None 
1,401 – 20,000 One (1) space 

20,001 – 100,000 
One (1) space, plus one (1) space for 
each 20,000 square feet in excess of 
20,000 square feet 

More than 100,000 Five (5) spaces 
 
I. The Village of DeTour Village reserves the right to establish “Emergency Safety Zones” for 

use by emergency vehicles on all commercial and multi-family dwellings.  Said safety zones 
shall be incorporated into the site plan for all commercial and multi-family buildings.  Fire 
safety zones shall be no less than fifteen (15) feet wide and no less than twenty five (25) feet 
long.  One safety zone shall be incorporated into a site plan for every floor in the proposed 
development.  Applies to Zoning Designations of (C) Commercial, (I) Industrial, and (R-1 
Residential.  (Amendment effective date September 1, 2006) 

 
Section B.1 - General Standards 
 
All off-street parking lots providing space for more than four (4) vehicles located in a Commercial, 
Industrial or Residential District shall comply with the following development regulations, except 
as specifically stated otherwise: 
 
A. Plans for the development of any parking lot shall be submitted as part of the site plan, 

according to the requirements of Section 7.1 and must be approved by the Planning 
Commission as required by Section 7.2 prior to the start of construction. In the event that 
owing to inclement or cold weather conditions the parking lot cannot be improved, a six (6) 
month temporary extension may be issued by the Zoning Administrator provided a cash 
deposit or bank letter of credit is deposited with the Village Treasurer equivalent to ten (10) 
percent of the cost of construction of the parking lot, as determined by the Zoning 
Administrator.  If the parking lot is not fully completed within a six (6) month period following 
approval of the six (6) month extension, the deposit or bond shall be used to complete the 
parking lot or to restore the site to a usable form. 

 
B. Adequate points or means of ingress and egress shall be provided and shown on the site plan 

submitted. 
 
C. Parking lots shall be maintained in a usable dustproof condition, and shall be graded and 

drained to dispose of surface water.  No surface water shall be allowed to drain onto adjoining 
private property. 

 
D. Necessary curbs or other protection for the public and for the protection of adjoining 

properties, streets, and sidewalks shall be provided and maintained, as may be required upon 
site plan approval. 

 
E. Entrance to parking lots shall be only from the principal use being served or adjoining street 

or alley right-of-way. 
 
F. All illumination for or on parking lots shall be deflected away from residential areas and shall 

be installed in such a manner as to allow the reduction of the amount of light after normal 
parking hours each day. 

 
G. The minimum recommended parking space dimension is:  nine (9) feet in width, twenty (20) 

feet in length, and one hundred eighty (180) square feet in area.  
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Section B.2 - Table of Parking Requirements 
 

Use Recommended No.
 of Parking Spaces

Per Each Unit of 
Measure As Follows 

Animal hospital, commercial 
kennel 

1 
 
1 

Four hundred (400) sq.ft. of usable 
floor area, plus 
One (1) employee 

Auditorium, theater, assembly 
hall 

1 
 
 
1 

Three (3) seats based on maximum 
seating capacity in the main place of 
assembly, plus  
One (1) employee on the largest 
working shift 

Auto repair garage, bump shop, 
service garage  

2 
1 
 
1 

Service stall, plus 
Eight hundred (800) sq.ft. of usable 
floor area, plus 
One (1) employee 

Auto salesroom, wholesale 
store, machinery sales, 
showroom of a plumber, 
electrical, or other similar trade 

1 
 
1 

One thousand (1000) sq.ft. of usable 
floor area, plus 
One (1) employee 

Bank and post office 1 
 
1 

Two hundred (200) sq.ft. of usable 
floor area, plus 
One (1) employee 

Barber shop, beauty parlor 2 Operator chair 
Bowling alley 6 Bowling lane 
Business and professional 
Office 

1 Two hundred (200) sq.ft. of gross floor 
area 

Carry-out restaurant 1 One hundred and twenty five (125) 
sq.ft. gross floor area with a minimum 
total of eight (8) parking spaces 

Child care center, day care 
center, nursery school 

1 
 
1 

Four hundred (400) sq.ft. of usable 
floor area, plus 
One (1) employee 

Church, religious institution 1 Three (3) seats 
Dance hall, exhibition hall, pool 
hall, and assembly hall without 
seats 

1 Each one hundred (100) sq. ft. of 
usable floor area 

Drive-in bank 2 Teller window 
Drive-in establishment (other 
than drive-in and carry out 
restaurant) 

1 One (1) employee 

Elementary school, junior high 
school, trade school 

1 
 
 
1 

Teacher, employee and administrator 
in addition to the requirements of the 
auditorium or assembly hall 
plus per classroom 

Establishments (other than 
drive-in and carry out 
restaurant) for sale and 
consumption on the premises of 
beverages, food or refreshments
(e.g. standard restaurant) 

1 Seventy-five (75) sq.ft. of gross floor 
area 

Fast food, drive-in restaurant 1 Thirty-five (35) sq.ft. of gross floor 
 area 
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Filling station, automobile 
service station 

2 
1 

Service stall, plus 
One (1) employee 

Furniture and appliance, 
household equipment repair 
shop, hardware store, and 
similar stores 

1 
 
1 

Eight hundred (800) sq.ft. of usable 
floor area, plus 
One (1) employee 

Golf course open to the public 5  
1 

Hole, plus 
One (1) employee, plus the amount 
required for accessory uses 

High school 1 
1 
 
 
1 

Teacher, plus 
One (1) employee or administrator, 
plus requirements of the assembly hall 
or auditorium, plus 
Ten (10) students 

Hospital 1 
1 
1 
 
1 

Two (2) beds, plus 
Staff doctor, plus 
One thousand (1,000) sq.ft. of patient 
surgery or treatment area, plus 
One (1) employee 

Industrial establishment 1 
1 

One (1) employee on the largest shift 
or five hundred-fifty (550) sq.ft. of 
usable floor area (whichever is  
greater) 

Laundromat, coin-operated dry 
cleaning establishment 

1 Washing and/or dry cleaning machine 

Library, museum 1 Five hundred (500) sq.ft. of gross floor 
area 

Medical clinic, dental clinic 1 Two hundred (200) sq.ft. of gross floor 
area 

Miniature or Par 3 golf course 2 
1 

Hole, plus 
One (1) employee 

Mobile home site 2 Mobile home site 
Mortuary establishment, funeral 
home, undertaking parlor 

1 Fifty (50) sq.ft. of floor area in the 
parlor area 

Motel, hotel, tourist home, 
Resort 

1 
1 

Guest bedroom, plus 
One (1) employee, plus 
Parking space as may be required for 
accessory uses 

Motor vehicle wash 
establishment (self-service) 

2 Wash stall 

Motor vehicle wash 
establishment (other than self-
service) 

4 
 
 
 
1 

Maximum capacity as computed by 
dividing the linear dimension of the 
mechanical wash/dry operation by 
twenty (20) feet, plus 
One (1) employee 

Multiple-family dwelling 2 Dwelling unit 
Open air business use including 
mobile home sales and used car 
sales lot 

1 Each eight hundred (800) sq.ft. of 
gross lot area used for open air sales 
or display, plus additional parking 
space for any structure utilized for 
retail sales computed in accordance 
with the requirements for retail stores  
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Private club, fraternity, dormitory 1 Three (3) members or lodgers allowed 

within the maximum occupancy load 
as established by local, county or state 
fire, health, or building codes 

Private tennis club, swim club, 
or similar use 

1 Two (2) member club, golf families or 
individual members, plus the amount 
required for accessory uses 

Retail store except as otherwise 
provided herein 

1 
 
1 

One hundred and fifty (150) square 
feet of gross floor area, plus 
One (1) employee 

Roadside stand 6 Establishment 
 

Page 90 of 91



Sim
s St

E Cha
nnel R

d

DeT
our 
Rd

Democrat Rd

Sp
ri
n
g 
B
ay
 R
d

D
iv
is
io
n
 S
t

Po
in
t  
S
t

A
i r
p
o
rt
 R
d

O
n
ta
ri
o
 S
t

H

ur
o
n
 S
t

E
ri
e 
St

Su
p
er
io
r 
St

Oak St

M
ic
h
i g
an
 S
t

Elizabeth St

B
ro
w
n
 S
t

Pine St

K
e n
n
et
h Church St

Cunningham St

E
ri
e 
St

D
iv
i s
io
n
 S
t

�)134
M

�)134
M

D
e
T
o
u
r 
T
o
w
n
sh
ip

L a k e
H u r o n

  
 D
e
T
o
u
r
 
P
a
s
s
a
g
e

DeTour
Village
Chippewa County, MI

ZONING MAP

[�
DeTour
Village

!P

!PSt. Ignace

Drummond
Is.

Mackinac
Is.

Lake
Superior

Lake
Michigan

Lake Huron

Location Inset

St. Joseph
Is.

Sault Ste
Marie

C
A
N
A
D
A

U
S
A

Michigan

Ontar io

��	75

�)134

�)129

�)28

�)48

�)80

�)123

�)134tu2

3
0 105

Miles

3
0 0.50.25

Miles

Zoning Districts:

Primary Roads

Streets

Parcel Lines

WP - Waterfront Protection Overlay

R1 - Rural Residential

R2 - Village Residential

V - Village Core

C - Commercial

BP1 - Business Park

I - Industrial

Adoption Date: January 15, 2001
Effective Date: September 1, 2001
Amended Through: August 27, 2008

271 West McCoy Road
Gaylord, MI  49735
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An amendment to Section 4.7 of the DeTour Village Zoning Ordinance that
regulates the square footage of a dwelling in certain zoning areas

DeTour Village Ordains:

Minimum Square feet allowable for dwellings in zoning?istricts R-1, R-2, V C shall
be amended to change from 960 square feet t
All other regulations, conditions and rules still

o 500 square feet on ground level.
pply to dwell ese districts.

Village Presi

Village Clerk

Adopted 03 3 s
Effective

Amendment to the Schedule of Regulations
Of DeTour Village Zoning Ordinance

DeTour Village, Michigan
Ord i na nce Amendment S20250393. X Ett. 03 I 03 I 2025


	2023 DeTour Village Zoning Ordinance - 2023 Revision of map.pdf
	DeTourVillage_2023Zoning36x24_100523.pdf

	20250303.1 Zoning Ordinance Amendment Sec 4.7 minimum size.pdf



